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Name Biography 
Mr. Abera Ogato 

 

Contact Details: E-mail:  aberaogato@yahoo.com 
Telephone: 251 9 892 652 

Educational 
Background: 

BA.Geography 

Professional 
Experience: 

Worked for planning and Economic Development ,a public office in the southern Ethiopia.  
Currently doing MA in Regional and Local Development Studies in Addis Ababa University. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Francis Balfour 
Agurgo 

 

Organisation: Resource Management Support Center 
Position: Head of the Resource Information Systems 
Contact Details: Resource Management Support Center 

Forestry Commission 
P.O.Box 1457, Kumasi, Ghana. 
Tel: 2335122377, Cell Phone:233244714157, Fax:2335128567 
Email: Butil@yahoo.com 

Educational 
Background: 

Regional Remote Sensing Centre, Ouagadougou; Jan. 1982  - June 1982   Remote Sensing 
University Of Science & Technology, Kumasi 1984-1987     Bsc. Hons.R.N.R Mgt. 
Cranfield Institute Of Technology, UK. 1990-1991  Msc. Applied Remote Sensing 

Professional 
Experience: 

Over fifteen years experience in the application of Remote Sensing and GIS to Resource Management (Water, vegetation, wildlife) with the Forestry 
Commission and now Head of the Resource Information Systems of the Resource Management Support Centre (RMSC), based in Kumasi. I have 
considerable experience in the applications of Remote sensing to ground water exploration with site indicator species, and the identification of potential 
sites for dam construction. I have been involved in the assessment of non-timber resources such as bamboo and rattan, using remote sensing 
techniques, for use by communities in the hope of alleviating poverty in the rural areas. Community forest volunteers in various parts of Ghana have 
benefited from the applications of remote sensing from my outfit, to the mapping of community forests some of which serve as sacred growths and burial 
grounds. Forest-fringe Communities have been identified and mapped using remote sensing and GIS techniques for them to benefit from the Social 
Responsibility Contracts between Timber Utilization contract Holders (Concessionnaires) and such communities. A Fire-risk model has been prepared for 
the transition zone of Ghana with the Model Builder in the hope of helping communities in those areas protect their food crops from potential fire damage.    
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Ms. Gulnara Aitpaeva 

 

Organisation: Research Center “Aigine” (Kyrgyzstan) 
Position: Director of Public Fund 
Contact Details: 12-120, Kievskaya street, Bishkek, 720001, Kyrgyzstan  

Telephone:  +996 (0312) 21-17-68; Telefax:  +996 (0312) 21-69-56 
aitgul@yahoo.com; aitgul@rambler.ru 

Educational 
Background: 

1992-1995: Kyrgyz National State University, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan; History and Theory of  Literature Department; Degree: Doctor Nauk, Field: Kyrgyz 
Culture/Literature 
1983-1987: Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia; Department of Philology; Degree: Candidate Nauk (Philology); Field: Soviet Multi-National 
Literature 
1977-1983: Voronezh State University, Voronezh, Russia; Degree: Specialist in Philology (The Red Diploma); Field: Instructor of the Russian Language 
and Literature 

Professional 
Experience: 

Founder and Director of Non-Governmental Public Fund, Cultural-Research Center “Aigine”  
The head of the Cultural Anthropology  and Archaeology Department, American University - Central Asia, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Associate Professor of Cultural Anthropology and Archaeology Department, American University - Central Asia, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Associate Professor, Doctor, American University - Central Asia, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Founder and Head of the Cultural Anthropology and Archeology (former Kyrgyz Ethnology) program, Associate Professor, Doctor, American University in 
Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, Kyrgystan 

Research Interest: Sacred Sites Phenomenon in Kyrgyzstan 
Mapping the Sacred Sites 
Mazars (Sacred Sites) based education 
Transpersonal Psychology 
Kyrgyz Folklore  

Mr. Fabrizio Andreuzzi 

 
 

Organisation: World Food Programme Somalia Country Office 
Contact Details: UN-WFP VA+M 

UN Crescent Gigiri 
P.O. Box 64902-00620 
Nairobi, Kenya 
e-mail: fabrizio.andreuzzi@wfp.org  
Tel. +254 20 622 919 

Educational 
Background: 

Socio-economist and PhD candidate in Development Studies 

Research Interest: He is interested in applying PGIS in Food Insecurity and Vulnerability analysis, particularly as far as the targeting of vulnerable households is concerned.  
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Ms. Holly Ashley 

 

Organisation: IIED 
Position: Co-editor, Participatory Learning and Action series 
Contact Details: IIED 

3 Endsleigh Street, London, WC1H 0DD UK. 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7388 2117; Fax: +44(0)20 7388 2826 
pla.notes@iied.org; www.planotes.org; www.iied.org  

Educational 
Background: 

MSc Architecture: Advanced Environmental and Energy Studies (University of East London/Centre for Alternative Technology); BA Hons English 
Literature (Royal Holloway University of London). 

Professional 
Experience: 

Holly Ashley joined IIED in 1998 and has worked in various communications roles. Since 2001, she has been part of the Participatory Learning and Action 
series Editorial Team. Holly currently works part-time and is also responsible for marketing the series and overseeing subscriptions management. Her 
editorial experience includes: 
working with the Editorial Team to coordinate the development, editing, production, distribution, marketing and promotion of the IIED flagship series, 
Participatory Learning and Action; 
working with guest editors in specialist fields to produce themed issues, e.g. community-based planning; and 
sourcing and reviewing articles, working directly with authors, copy-editing, and proofreading. 

Research Interest: Holly has recently completed a Masters degree in Environmental and Energy Studies for Architecture, focusing on participation and built environment 
planning in the UK. She has a wide-ranging knowledge of participatory learning and action issues and approaches, both internationally and within the UK, 
and experience of working with grassroots media groups.  

Mr. Asres Desta Denka 

 

Organisation: Ministry of Agriculture by Government 
Position:  
Contact Details: Asres Desta Denka 

Southern Regional Government 
Gamo Gofa Zone 
Chencha District  
P.O. Box 26 
Ethiopia 
Telephone: +251 (0)6 812242 
Fax:+ 251 (0)6 810541 

Educational 
Background: 

12 + 2 Diploma in Agriculture 
 

Mr. Asseged Bezabih 
Fino 

 

Organisation: Ethiopian Rural Self Help Association (ERSHA) 
Position: Program Manger, Kutcha Integrated Rural Development Program – South Ethiopia 
Contact Details: P.O. Box – 34383, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

Telephone: 251-1-71 63 43  
Mobile 09 – 10 81 85  
Email asegedbezabih@yahoo.com 

Educational 
Background: 

BSC Agriculture- Plant Sciences, 1982, Addis Ababa University 
MSC – Ecological Agriculture, Emphasis on Analysis of Traditional (Indigenous) Agricultural Systems and natural resources management, 1994, 
Wageningen Agricultural University, the Netherlands.. 

Professional 
Experience: 

Since 1982, worked in various agriculture development programs and agricultural extension services of governmental organizations, as expert, as 
program manger and as freelance consultant for around 20 years. I have worked in small farmers coffee development program and small farmers 
agricultural mechanization program for the government totally for around six years, and in integrated rural development programs for local and 
international development organizations, dealing with multi-sectoral issues: in social services provision, food security, natural resource management and 
rights of disadvantaged groups and minorities.  
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Ms. Janet Awimbo 

 
 

Organisation: Impact Alliance 
Position: Africa Coordinator 
Contact Details: Umeme Plaza, Old Naivasha Road 

P O Box 76390, 00508 Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel:  +254 20 3878271, 3878273 ; Fax: +254 20 3870775 
Email : jawimbo@pactke.org; impactalliance@pactke.org 
Website : www.impactalliance.org

Educational 
Background: 

Janet was trained as an ecologist and studied rapid landscape evaluation methods for nature conservation during her masters research in New Zealand.   

Professional 
Experience: 

Since then—among other things--she has worked in forest conservation projects in Kenya, taught courses in applied ecology at the University of Nairobi, 
and coordinated student research programmes for the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF).  Since June 2005, Janet has been helping members of the 
Impact Alliance to improve their links and expand their knowledge of participative and transformative approaches that can strengthen the capacity of civil 
society and local government organisations addressing development challenges in Africa.  

Mr. Awoke Amzaye 
Assoma 

 

Organisation: Bureau of Information & Culture, South Regional State, Ethiopia 
Position: Head, Department of Culture 
Contact Details: Awassa, Ethiopia, P.O. Box 984 

Tel. +251 (0)6 208558 / 201091 
Fax. +251 (0)6 204052 
aamzaye@yahoo.co.uk

Educational 
Background: 

BA in History from Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 
MSc in Paleoanthropology from the University of Tokyo, Japan 

Professional 
Experience: 

He has worked research works of history, culture, and anthropology (Paleoanthropology). He has regulatory responsibilities of the Regional Government 
besides conducting cultural, paleoanthropolocigal and historical research. He is also responsible for community mapping, especially cultural aspects, 
preparing maps and site management plans for cultural and historic heritages and cultural landscape. 

Research Interest: He is interested in cultural research, cultural resource research, planning and development, including resource identification and mapping. As a cultural 
researcher he is interested in indigenous knowledge, and its movement, and the relation between the natural environment and human culture; promotion, 
empowerment, and development of indigenous knowledge and artistic expression.  

Mr. U.G. Ekanayaka  
Banda 

 

Organisation: Sri Jayawardanapura Kotte Municipal  Council 
Position: Development  Assistant  Officer 
Contact Details: Sri Jayawardanapura Kotte Municipal  Council  

Welikada,  Rajagiriya,   Sri Lanka               
Tel. 0094 – 112876013   0094 – 312248347 
kottemc@sltnet.lk 

Educational 
Background: 

I have a BA Special degree in Political Science, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka   

Professional 
Experience: 

I am the head of the GIS Unite. Working as the Coordinator of all Foreign Projects. Secretary of the City Development Committee 
 I have studied GIS applications under the  UN Habitat  And Management  Information in Sri Lanka/EU. I have completed a Urban Planning                       
Course. I am working with the Urban Community for improve their life stiles.      
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Mr. Sjaak Beerens 

 

Organisation: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 
Position: Director of External Affairs 
Contact Details: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 

P.O.Box 6,  
7500 AA, Enschede,  
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)53 4874225  
Fax: +31 (0)53 4874200 
beerens@itc.nl 
http:\\www.itc.nl   

Mr. Isaac Bekalo 

 

Organisation: International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) 
Position: Regional Director for Africa 
Contact Details: PO Box 66873-00800, Nairobi, Kenya.  

Tel. +254 20 444 2610, 444 0991, fax +254 20 444 8814,  
email admin@iirr-africa.org or isaac@iirr-africa.org,  
website: www.iirr.org  

Educational 
Background: 

Isaac holds a PhD in organizational development and planning. His experience includes teaching, NGO training, curriculum design and organizational 
development.  

Professional 
Experience: 

He has provided consultancy services on strategic planning, participatory monitoring and evaluation, project design and proposal writing. He specializes 
in participatory development approaches and organizational development.  

Ms. Sarah Bel 

 

Organisation: Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation ACP-EU (CTA) 
Position: Publication officer a Media specialist and a Public relations officer 
Contact Details: Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation ACP-EU 

Agro Business Park 2, NL 6708 PW Wageningen, The Netherlands  
P.O. Box 380, NL 6700 AJ Wageningen, The Netherlands  
Telephone: +31 (0) 317 467143 (direct); Fax: +31 (0) 317 460067  
E-mail: bel@cta.int Website: www.cta.int    

Professional 
Experience: 
 
 

She’s implementing the co-publications program for CTA, managing TV and radio products and she’s following up the corporate identity for the Centre. 
She has been working mainly for public institutions in France and in Asia (Indonesia and Cambodia), notably for the French Embassy, as a PR officer and 
a Cultural officer. She also has worked as a free lance journalist and an editorial coordinator for various magazines, mostly on European cooperation 
thematic, and for Atlas international. Eventually she worked in Paris for Communication agencies and dealt with corporate identity for public institutions. 
  

Mr. Massimiliano Bellini 
 

Organisation: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Position: Institutional Support Advisor for the Land Programme 
Contact Details: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

P.O. Box 1117, Khartoum, Sudan 
Tel:  +249 183 779367 / 779368; Fax: +249 183 774591; Mobile: +249 911 349 349 
E-mail: massimiliano.bellini@sd.fao.org 

Educational 
Background: 
 

Graduated in Law (Honours) at the Bologna University, Italy. 
Four years working in International Development Cooperation, with a focus on Institutional Development and Capacity Building of Public Administrations 
in African countries (Angola, Gabon, Mozambique, Sudan).  
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Ms. Karin Buhren 

 

Organisation: UN-HABITAT 
Position: Associate Human Settlements Officer 
Contact Details: Urban Environment Section/SCP, 

UN-HABITAT, P.O.Box 30030, Nairobi 00100 - KENYA. 
TEL: 254-20-623191, FAX: 623715 
E-mail: karin.buhren@unhabitat.org 
http://www.unhabitat.org/scp  
http://www.unhabitat.org/la21 

Educational 
Background: 

She holds a university degree in Geography specialized in urban and regional planning. During her studies she was working as a GIS assistant at the Kiel 
Center for Ecology, a research center at Kiel University and one of the first institutions in Germany establishing GIS in the late 1980s. This experience 
helped her in her first assignment with UN-HABITAT to develop the EMIS tool. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

She is working as Associate Human Settlements Officer at the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) based in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Within the UN- Sustainable Cities and Localising Agenda 21 Programmes she is responsible for the Environmental Management Information System 
(EMIS), a GIS based tool for the participatory Environmental Planning and Management approach. In this position she advises the over 30 municipalities 
using EMIS on how they can develop it and benefit from the system.  

Ms. Linda Carton 

 

Organisation: Delft University of Technology  
Position: Researcher Policy Analysis 
Contact Details: Faculty Technology, Policy and Management  

Delft University of Technology  
Jaffalaan 5, PO Box 5015, 2600 GA Delft, the Netherlands 
t: ++31 (0)15 278 7199 (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday); f: ++31 (0)15 278 6439 
e: lindac@tbm.tudelft.nl 

Educational 
Background: 

Masters degree in geodetic engineering, specialization GIS-technology 

Professional 
Experience: 

Between 1998 and 2000 she has worked as consultant at Intergraph, a GIS software vendor. 

Research Interest: Her research focuses on participative policymaking and the use of GIS and maps. GIS models and maps are considered as argumentative, scientific, 
design, information-coordinating and political instrument. In particular, she studies ‘framing mechanisms’ that are inherent in policy processes, based on 
theory of Donald Schön. Framing mechanisms are consciously or unconsciously applied in practices where complex dilemmas are being deliberated, in 
actions like agenda-setting, problem formulation, scenario-design, assessment of alternatives and coordination of actions. The choice of models and the 
way model information is presented influence their communicative power to planners and decision makers. Moreover, participatory approaches alter the 
relations between stakeholders, scientists, bureaucrats and political representatives. 
Carton aims to understand and improve the flow of model information (in particular, but not restricted to GIS) and deliberative communication between 
science and policy workers in their contextual -organizational and cultural- setting. Her PhD research makes use of literature survey, interviews, case 
studies and a simulation game. Data and observations are interpreted with methods of discourse analysis, systems analysis and conceptual modelling. 
Currently, she works on research projects in the fields of regional water management and strategic spatial planning. Her research is part of the program 
“Multi-actor systems: analysis and design” and the research theme Water Management of the TU Delft.  
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Mr. Robert Chambers 

 

Organisation: Institute of Development Studies 
Position: Research Associate in the Participation Group 
Contact Details: Institute of Development Studies (IDS)  

University of Sussex,  
Brighton BN1 9RE 
UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1273 606261; Fax: +44 (0)1273 621202 
Email: R.Chambers@ids.ac.uk 

Professional 
Experience: 

His main development experience has been in East Africa and South Asia, with short periods working in other countries in Africa and Asia.  He is a lapsed 
biologist and historian, failed manager in rural development, and now undisciplined social scientist. At one time he was on the staff of the Kenya Institute 
of Administration in Lower Kabete.  He has been fortunate in moving between jobs and subjects, and has worked variously on the green revolution in rice, 
canal irrigation management, community forestry, rural refugees in Africa, tropical seasonality, professionalsR17; perceptions of poverty, and creativity 
and pluralism in participatory methodologies.  His current interests include community-led total sanitation, poverty immersions for professionals, 
institutional learning and change in agricultural research, and how we know, or think we know, about things in development.  His books include Rural 
Development: Putting the Last First (1983),  Challenging the Professions: Frontiers for Rural Development (1993), Whose Reality Counts? Putting the 
First Last (1997), Participatory Workshops (2002), and Ideas for Development (2005).  

Mr. Mac Chapin 

 

Organisation: The Center for the Support of Native Lands 
Position: Director 
Contact Details: Native Lands 

3503 North 13th Street, Arlington, Virginia 22201, USA 
Tel: (703) 243-1526 
sapin@comcast.net

Educational 
Background: 

Bachelor's degree in history from Stanford University and a Master's and a PhD in anthropology from the University of Arizona. 

Professional 
Experience: 

He has spent more than 35 years working with indigenous peoples, primarily in Central and South America.  He is the co-founder and Director of The 
Center for the Support of Native Lands, which assists indigenous peoples to defend their lands, their natural resources, and their cultures. 

Research Interest: Native Lands helps indigenous organizations with the organization of conferences, workshops, and technical exchanges, and has worked with community 
mapping since the early 1990s.  It has also collaborated with the National Geographic Society on the production of two poster-sized bilingual (Spanish-
English) maps of Central America showing the relationship between indigenous peoples and natural ecosystems.  Mac is currently involved in community 
mapping projects with indigenous peoples along the Arizona-Mexico border and in the Huon Peninsula in Papua New Guinea.     
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Mr.Gerald Chiwozva 

 

Organisation: The Standards Association of Zimbabwe 
Position: Chief Technical Officer-Standards Development 
Contact Details: The Standards Association of Zimbabwe 

Northend Close, Northridge Park, Borrowdale 
P. O. Box 2259, Harare, Zimbabwe 
Telephone: +263 (04) 882017/9; Fax:  +263 (04) 882020 
Email: gchiwozva@saz.org.zw, Website: www.saz.org.zw 

Educational 
Background: 

I hold a Bachelor's Degree (Honours) in Applied Physics from the National University of Science and Technology in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Advanced level 
studies at Gutu High School in Masvingo Province, where I studied Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry and completed in 1994. As a requirement for my 
degree studies, I did industrial attachment with Mukonitronics, a company that specialises in the design, repair and installation of a wide range of 
electronic and electrical products. This involved, extensively, the Research and Development of new products. 

Professional 
Experience: 

Before joining the SAZ, I worked as a high school teacher where I taught Physics and Mathematics up to Advanced Level. I also worked as a part-time 
tutor to students studying Electronics / Electrical Engineering and Telecommunications with City and Guilds London Institute, in Zimbabwe. At the SAZ, I 
am the coordinator of a technical committee that is preparing standards on Geographic Information, which mirrors the work of ISO TC 211, the 
International Organisation for Standardisation technical committee, currently developing the ISO 19100 series of Geographic Information standards. 

Research Interest: I would like to be involved in research work in the field of community mapping around the world in order to realise my ultimate goal of contributing 
meaningfully to the field of Geographic Information Systems.     

Mr. Dhrupad Choudhury 

 

Organisation: G B Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment and Development 
Position: Scientist In charge of the North East Unit 
Contact Details:  
Educational 
Background: 

Choudhury has a D. Phil in Ecology from the University of Oxford, U K.  

Professional 
Experience: 
 

He has been working in North East India since the early nineties. His interest in Traditional Practices and Ecological Knowledge was nurtured during his 
stay among the Aos, an upland ethnic community in Nagaland and his work later among the Garos, another upland community of Meghalaya. Both these 
communities are shifting cultivators. Dr Choudhury’s understanding of ownership and tenure regimes, as well as of shifting cultivation, resulted from the 
long interactions he has had among these communities. In 2000, he was invited to join the North Eastern Region Community Resource Management 
Project for Upland Areas as the Chief Natural Resource Management Adviser. He spent three years in the Project, initiating a number of important 
interventions for Livelihood Security and Natural Resource Management, one of which was the P3DM.  

Mr. Sefako Chumbo 

 

Organisation: Letloa Trust (member of Kuru Family of Organisations) 
Position: Land Mapping Field Assistant 
Contact Details: Letloa Trust  

P.O.Box 472, Shakawe Botswana 
Tel: +267 – 6875284; Fax: +267 – 6875084; Cell: +267 – 72574762 
Email: nat@kuru.co.bw 

Educational 
Background: 

Mr Chumbo has accomplished various courses in participatory mapping, oral history and mother-tongue literacy. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Mr Chumbo is a young Khwe (San) speaking man. He has been instrumental in the collection of oral history testimonies for San communities in 
Botswana. He has been involved in a land-mapping project in Ngamiland. He is a member of Khwe language committee set up to promote mother tongue 
literacy among speakers of Khwedam, his mother tongue. .  
Mr Chumbo is the treasurer of a Community Trust, and currently attached to the Letloa CBNRM and Land Mapping Resource Centre as a land mapping 
field assistant.  
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Mr. Adrian Combrinck 

 

Organisation: Geography and Earth Sciences, Brunel University, Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, UK 
Position: GIS Manager (Groundwork Thames Valley) 

Junior GIS Lecturer (Brunel University) 
Contact Details: Groundwork Thames Valley,  

Colne Valley Park, Denham Court Drive,  
Denham, Uxbridge, UB9 5PG, UK E-Mail –  
Adrian.combrinck@groundwork.org.uk
Phone Number – (+0944) (0) 1895 839 840; Fax Number – (+0944) (0) 1895 833552 

Educational 
Background: 

MSc in GIS and Decision-making, 2004, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 
BSc in Geography and Zoology, 2000, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 

Professional 
Experience: 

Currently employed as a GIS Manager for Environmental Charity (2003 – Current) 
Also lecturing in GIS and Geography at Brunel University – 2 and a half years (2003 – Current) 
Completed MSc Thesis entitled: Using Indigenous Knowledge to map communal area grazing lands in Paulshoek, Leliefontein.  
Previously employed as a Environmental Scientist for CSIR  in South Africa (2001 - 2003) 

Research Interest: Using 3D Visualisation Tools to facilitate engagement with communities regarding planning issues. 
Using 3D Visualisation Tools as a information sharing tool 
Developing online tools for Public Participatory GIS 
“Planning for Real” online 
Using GIS for strategic planning in charities 
GIS in schools  

Mr. Jon Corbett 

 

Organisation: University of Victoria 
Affiliation: Land and People Information Sharing Society (LAPIS) 
Position: assistant professor 
Contact Details:  
Professional 
Experience: 
 
 

Jon Corbett’s doctoral research investigated the relationship between empowerment and the use of digital Information Communication Technologies 
(ICTs) to document, store and present Indigenous knowledge related to traditional land stewardship. This research was conducted with two Indigenous 
Dayak communities in East Kalimantan, Indonesia over a three year period (1999-2002), as part of a Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
funded project. This information, recorded by members of the community in the form of digital video, text, audio and image data, is managed, referenced 
and accessed through an interactive hypermap (a map with embedded hyperlinks). The technologies developed as part of this project were referred to as 
Community Information Systems (CIS). The theoretical component of the research investigated how these technologies impacted the communities with 
respect to altering internal and external social and political relationships, more specifically framed within the conjectural area of empowerment.  
Jon’s current SSHRC funded research tests whether the CIS technologies and the empowerment framework developed when working in Indonesia are 
commonly applicable or are limited by the narrow geographic and cultural setting in which they were created. He is presently working with the Chemainus 
First Nation on Vancouver Island to establish a Community Information System and examine whether similar empowerment catalysts and outcomes 
observed during the Indonesia research exist in First Nations communities. His research program is situated in the action-oriented paradigm, yet it draws 
on a range of different methodologies from both qualitative and quantitative fields. It combines elements of participatory action and empowerment 
research with more formal statistical computer monitoring and questionnaire techniques. He is member of the ‘Research on ICT with Aboriginal 
Communities’ group, has sat on the federal Government eGovernance panel on Communities and ICTs, and is currently a collaborator on the Community 
University Research Alliance funded ‘Revitalization of Coastal Salish Languages’ project providing multimedia training.  
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Mr. Sulaiman Daud 

 

Organisation: YRBI 
Position: Coordinator on Training and Participatory Mapping 
Contact Details:  
Educational 
Background: 

He completed his elementary and secondary education in West Aceh and then obtained a bachelor degree in English from the Ar-Raniry Islamic 
University (Banda Aceh) in 1995. 

Professional 
Experience: 

He is an indigenous Acehnese who was born in Sipoet village, West Aceh (Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam) on 4 September 1970. He was a lecturer at his 
almamater between 1996-1999. In 1999 he was then recruited as a volunteer at the Yayasan Rumpun Bambu Indonesia (YRBI) to organize a meeting on 
the preparation of Acehnese indigenous groups participation at the Congress of Indigenous Peoples of the Indonesian Archipelago. His first encounter 
with participatory mapping was when he was an intern at the Pemberdayaan Pengelolaan Sumber Daya Alam (PPSDAK) in Pontianak (West 
Kalimantan). Upon his return from the internship he was a community organizer for coastal communities in and around Banda Aceh to revitalize panglima 
laot, an indigenuos coastal governance institution in Aceh. In 2001 he was appointed as the coordinator for the advocacy of coastal affairs. peserta 
menjadi staf YRBI dan diangkat menjadi koordinator Advokasi wilayah pesisir. Since 2002 he has been YRBI’s Coordinator on Training and Participatory 
Mapping. After earthquake and tsunami hit Aceh he has been involved in humanitarian efforts as well as the mapping and planning of destroyed 
gampongs (indigenous villages).  

Ms Gabriela Lucia 
Demergasso 

 

Organisation: Indigo development & change 
Position: Project manager 
Contact Details: Mailing address: PO Box 350, Nieuwoudtville 8180 

Tel: +27 21 2181148 / 0736528217; Fax: +27 21 2181117 
Email: gabriela@indigo-dc.org / gabriela@myconnection.co.za 

Educational 
Background: 

Licenciada en Biología (Universidad Nacional de Río Cuarto, Argentina, 1997) – equivalent to a B. Sc. honours degree in Biology including a substantial 
independent research project. Additional postgraduate courses in Conservation Biology and related topics (1998-2000). 

Professional 
Experience: 

Actually I work with a local South African NPO, Indigo development & change, as a project manager of P-GIS with small-scale rooibos tea farmers in 
South Africa. Our focus is in action research, rural disadvantages groups, sustainable use of natural resources and environmental education. 
Before that (2000 to 2002) I worked with Fundacion Arruko (local NPO) co-ordinating action research development projects and community based natural 
resources management in Costa Rica. During that time I also worked for the Organisation for Tropical Studies (OTS) lecturing in Ethno-biology course for 
undergraduate students and conducting a survey of the impact of OTS courses on the careers of Latin American Biologists.  
In Argentina (1997 to 2000) I was involved in the design of the zonation of a national park, and worked as field assistant in zoology research projects. 

Research Interest: Participatory learning and action research linked to community based natural resource management  
Mr. Steven DeRoy 

 

Organisation: Red Road HIV/AIDS Network Society 
Position:  
Contact Details: Red Road HIV/AIDS Network Society 

Suite 804 – 100 Park Royal South 
West Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
V7T 1A2 
Tel: (604) 913-3332 
Fax: (604) 913-3352 
E-mail: sderoy@red-road.org 
Website: www.red-road.org  
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Mr. Dave De Vera 

 
 

Organisation: Philippine Association for Intercultural Development, Inc. 
Position: Executive Director 
Contact Details: Philippine Association for Intercultural Development, Inc. 

71 Malakas St.,  
cor. V. Luna Diliman,  
Quezon City 1100 
Tels: 632 927-4580, 632 928 6267;  
Fax: 632 435-5406 
E-mail: ddevera@zpdee.net   
Homepage: www.pafid.org

Professional 
Experience: 

18 years working with Indigenous peoples, Mr. de Vera has specialized in the field of Land tenure and community resource management. His  Academic 
training is in the field of Political Science and Development Studies. Dave started as Community Organizer working with the Hanunuo Mangyan People in 
Southern Mindoro, Philippines. He worked with the Mangyan Community to secure the 3rd Community Stewarsdhip Agreement in the Philippines covering 
an area of 3,980 hectares. Mr. De Vera has since worked in various capacities with more than 100 Indigenous Communities in the Philippines.  
In 1994, Dave established the Mapping Program of the PAFID which has since mapped more tha  1.2 Millio Hecaters of Tradtional land and has trained 
365 community volunteers in mapping and 3D modelling. 
Dave has also done extension work in Community Mapping  with the Tamang People in Nepal, Garo People of NorthEastern India and has given advise 
in the pilot project of the Kingdom of Cambodia for the proposed Communal Title for Tampuen people of Cambodia.�Mr. De Vera is currently a  member of 
the National Advisory Committee of the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples in the Philippines. And is the Organizer and a core group member of 
the Southe East Asian Community Mapping Network . He is also an  Adviser to the Katutubong Samahan ng Pilipinas a national coalition of Indigenous 
Peoples in the Philippines.  

Ms. Eva Dossche 

 

Organisation: IIRR-Africa 
Position:  
Contact Details: PO Box 66873-00800,  

Nairobi, Kenya.  
Tel. +254 20 444 2610, +254 20 444 0991,  
fax +254 20 444 8814, 
email: eva@iirr-africa.org, dosscheeva@mail.be, 
website www.iirr.org  

Professional 
Experience: 

Eva has an MSc in agricultural development from the University of Gent, Belgium.  
Before joining IIRR she worked in farmer extension and sustainable agriculture in Rwanda.  

Mr. Eric Dudley Organisation: Map Maker Ltd and Map Maker Trust 
Position: Director 
Contact Details: Map Maker Ltd. 

The Pier, Carradale   
Kintyre, PA28 6SQ, UK    
eric@mapmaker.com
www.mapmaker.com
 www.maplibrary.org

Professional 
Experience: 

Since 1990 I have worked on mapping for development, including both participatory mapping and software development. Map Maker Ltd produces both 
commercial and free software. The Map Maker Trust is a charity for both mapping data and software. Its first project is a map library for Africa.  
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Ms. Stéphanie Duvail 

 

Organisation: IRD /IFRA 
Contact Details: Stéphanie Duvail, PhD 

IRD /IFRA, 
P.O. Box 58480, Nairobi, KENYA 
Tel: +254 (0) 20 22 19 22; Fax: +254 (0) 20 24 18 14; Mobile: +254 (0) 735 97 36 58 
E-mail: stephanie.duvail@ird.fr  

Educational 
Background: 

Stéphanie Duvail is a scientist in Geography at the French Institute of Research for Development (IRD). Her research deals primarily with the wetlands 
management.  

Professional 
Experience: 
 

She spent 4 years in Mauritania, in West Africa, for her M.Sc.and Ph.D., working on the Mauritanian part of the Senegal River delta, downstream of the 
Diama dam. This coastal wetland was cut from the freshwater flood after the completion of an embankment. Her work consisted of exploring the 
relationships between various managed flood scenarios and the social and environmental responses within the framework of a wetland restoration 
scheme. For this work she used hydrodynamic modelling and GIS tools and while writing her PhD, she taught GIS and Cartography at the University of 
Nantes (France).  
After her Ph.D., she spent one year in the UK, based at CEH Wallingford for a post-doc including fieldwork on the Rufiji River in Tanzania, where a large 
hydropower dam, that will control 95% of the flow, is planned. The main objectives were to simulate the effects of this dam on the floodplain and 
associated lakes and to assess the impact of various flood scenarios on local livelihoods. Subsequently, she was contracted by University College 
London (EU project) to develop and establish a monitoring system in lagoonal systems in Tunisia and Morocco so these can be modelled 
hydrodynamically. 
 Since July 2003 she has been working at IRD and, since May 1st 2005, she is based in East Africa to work on a programme entitled "Water management 
and resource use in eastern African wetlands" with IFRA (The French Institute for Research in Africa) and IRA (The Institute of Resource Assessment, 
University of Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania). Through a comparison of 4 river basins (Tana, Pangani, Rufiji and Ruvuma), the main objectives are to record 
the changes of land use and water man¬agement in the catchment over the past 50 years, to assess the impacts of such changes on the coastal 
wetlands and to analyse how the various stakeholders will adapt in the medium and long term to the expected changes in their environment. 
  

Mr. Eltayeb Osman 
Adam 

 

Organisation: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Contact Details: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

P.O. Box 1117, Khartoum, Sudan 
Tel:  +249 183 779367 / 779368; Fax: +249 183 774591; Mobile: 00249-912155113 
E-mail: Eltayeb.Adam@sd.fao.org

Educational 
Background: 

1. Faculty of Information Technology and Population Studies ,El Neelian University, Khartoum, Sudan Postgraduate Diploma in Information Technology 
(IT), 2001.  
2.  Institute of Environmental Studies, University of Khartoum, Khartoum, Sudan M Sc. In Environmental Studies Using Remote Sensing, 1999.   
3. Faculty of Arts, Khartoum University, Sudan, Bachelor (Honours) Geography, 1994.  

Professional 
Experience: 
Research Interest: 

1. Remote Sensing and GIS  
2. Environment  
3. Precision Farming  
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Mr.Ermias Aynekulu  

 

Organisation: Mekelle University 
Position: Vice Dean Faculty of Dryland Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Contact Details: Mekelle University 

Faculty of Dryland Agriculture and Natural Resources 
P.O.Box 231, Addis Abeba, Ethiopia 
Tel: +251 4 407500; Mob:.+251 9 701730; Fax: +251 4 409304 
e-mail: ermias8@yahoo.com 

Educational 
Background: 

I had studied Forestry from 1992 to 1996 at Alemaya University, Ethiopia for my BSc degree. From 1996 to 2000 I had served the Commission for 
Sustainable Agriculture and Environmental Protection in Tigray (CoSAERT) as a watershed management expert. From 2001-2003 I had attended MSc 
study at ITC, Enschede, The Netherlands and received my MSc degree specializing in Land Degradation, Conservation and Rehabilitation. I did my MSc 
thesis under the title “Soil-Vegetation Interaction in Relation to Soil Carbon Sequestration” 

Professional 
Experience: 

During my stay at CoSAERT I got the chance to know more about the rural community and love working with them. My stay at CoSAERT also gave me 
the chance to improve my knowledge and skill about natural resource management practices and mapping. In the year 2000 I had joined Mekelle 
University as a graduate assistant and taught some introductory courses and assist senior courses offered under the Faculty of Dryland Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. Since 2003 I have been serving Mekelle University as a lecturer teaching courses related to Forestry, Remote Sensing and GIS. I 
have been also involved in research related to participatory natural resource management, forest restoration with special emphasis on woody biomass 
production, etc. Besides, teaching and research, I am also serving as Vice Dean for the Faculty of Dryland Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

Research Interest:   
Ms. M’Lis Flynn 

 

Organisation: Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA), Australia 
Contact Details: WTMA 

PO Box 2050 
Cairns, QLD 
4870, Australia 
Tel: +61 (7) 4052 0536; Fax: +61 (7) 4031 164,  
Email: mlis.flynn@epa.qld.gov.au or mlis_flynn@yahoo.com.au
URL: www.wettropics.gov.au and www.ugunja.org

Educational 
Background: 

M’Lis has a Bachelor of Arts (Geography) from the University of Wollongong and a Postgraduate Diploma in GIS from the University of Queensland. She 
is currently taking a break from studying for a coursework Masters in International and Community Development at the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology (RMIT). 

Professional 
Experience: 

M’Lis has been employed in various positions at the Wet Tropics Management Authority since 1998. For 4 years M’Lis worked as a GIS Project Officer 
before taking up a temporary post as the Project Officer for a negotiation table between Rainforest Aboriginal people and various government 
departments. She is now currently employed as the Project Officer for Indigenous Issues at the Authority. M’Lis has also recently completed 3 months as 
a volunteer at the Ugunja Community Resource Centre (UCRC) in western Kenya and remains connected to this project as a long distance volunteer. 

Research Interest: M’Lis is currently trying to establish exposure for Rainforest Aboriginal people of Far North Queensland to PGIS and P3DM. Her aim is to assist Rainforest 
Aboriginal people in making an informed choice regarding available methods for mapping their cultural heritage. M’Lis is also continuing her work with the 
Ugunja Community Resource Centre in Kenya to facilitate their use of P3DM and further develop their currently established GIS to reflect community 
needs.  

Mr. Sospeter Gatobu Organisation: IIRR-Africa 
Position: Communication Officer 
Contact Details: PO Box 66873-00800, Nairobi, Kenya.  

Tel. +254 20 444 2610, +254 20 444 0991, fax +254 20 444 8814,  
email sospeter@iirr-africa.org, soskaai@yahoo.com, website www.iirr.org 

Professional 
Experience: 

Sospeter holds an MA in communication from Daystar University, Nairobi, and a BEd degree in education, Kiswahili and English. He has over 15 years of 
experience as a high school teacher and in managing public relations, resource mobilization and development programmes. He is currently IIRR–Africa’s 
communication officer.  
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Mr. Handja Georges 
Thierry 

    

Organisation: Centre for Environment and Development 
Position: Project officer 
Contact Details: Centre for Environment and Development 

Po Box: 3430 Yaoundé, Cameroon 
Tel: (Office) (237) 222 38 57; (Mobile) (237) 711 39 31; Fax: (237) 222 38 59 
Email: hanafric@africa-environment.org; hagethi@yahoo.fr  
www.Cedcameroun.org  

Educational 
Background: 
Professional 
Experience: 

� Coordination of the production of indigenous communities maps at Akom II, around Campo-ma’an National Park, at Mekas in the Dja Reserve and 
Bipindi region of Cameroon. 
� Maps of community forest  in Cameroon 
� Organization of meetings with the stakeholders of forest management to discuss on indigenous map in other to guaranty their rights. 

Research Interest: � Observatory of Sustainable Management of Natural Resources   
� Observatory of Illegal logging 
� Indigenous right and dignity 
� Environmental impacts assessment  

Mr. Stefano di Gessa Organisation: International Land Coalition 
Position: Consultant 
Contact Details: International Land Coalition C-/IFAD 

Via del Serafico 107 00142 ROMA Italy 
www.landcoalition.org  
s.digessa@ifad.org  

Professional 
Experience: 

Currently working for the ILC -interalia- documenting, within a team group, methodologies for participatory mapping, territorial development and pro-poor 
land registration, using the knowledge acquired by our partner institutions in the field (NGOs, grass-root organiztaions and CSOs in general).  
Areas of interest :territorial planning; knowledge systems and territorial development.  

Mr. Pooya Ghoddousi 

 

Organisation: CENESTA 
Position:  
Contact Details: 5 lakpour lane, Suite 24, Langary St.  

Nobonyad Sq.Tehran, Iran, 16936  
Phone: +98 21 2296 4114/5/6 
Email: pooya@cenesta.org  
Web: www.cenesta.org  

Educational 
Background: 

Masters in Architecture and Urbanism, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran  
Subject of dissertation “Sustainable Development for a Metropolis in Crisis: A Strategy for Tehran” 

Professional 
Experience: 

Worked as an architect, consultant, and designer in companies in Iran and The United Arab Emirates from 1994 to 2004.  
Currently researching and reading on nomadic alternatives to existing human settlements (and architecture), 
collaborating with CENESTA, an NGO based in Iran working on the following projects in relation to “Sustainable Livelihood of the Qashqai Nomads”: 
Comparative research on three rangeland management techniques (Customary, Governmental, and Non Equilibrium Ecosystems approach) and; 
Kushke-Zar wetland, towards a Community Conserved Area  
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Mr. Girma Zenebe 
Dilnessahu 

Organisation: Culture and Art Society of Ethiopia 
Position:  
Contact Details: Girma Zenebe 

P.O. Box 32788 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel. +251 (0)1 2515787 
girzen@yahoo.com  

Educational 
Background: 

MA in Literature 
 

Mr. Olivier Hamerlynck 

 
 

Affiliation: Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, Wallingford, Crowmarsh Gifford, Oxfordshire, UK. 
Position: independent consultant on wetland and protected area management 
Contact Details: Lafont,  

24640 Cubjac, France,  
tel. 00 33 6 12 37 79 08  
olivier.hamerlynck@wanadoo.fr

Educational 
Background: 

Ph.D. in Marine and Estuarine Ecology.  

Professional 
Experience: 

Worked as Medical Doctor with Médecins sans Frontières in Somalia during the Ogaden War (1980) and in Afghanistan during the Soviet occupation 
(1983-84). Taught Tropical Fisheries Ecology at the University of Brussels (Belgium) and worked for 10 years in conservation and development oriented 
field projects for IUCN. In Mauritania the main activities were the participatory process for the restoration of the Senegal River delta and the creation of 
the Diawling National Park, the development of the integrated coastal zone management plan, the development of a wetland and water management 
M.Sc. course at the university of Nouakchott and a host of other wetland management related activities. In Tanzania worked with the district government 
and local communities for improved management of the environment in the Lower Rufiji floodplain and delta.  

Mr. Shinchiro Hisada 

 

Organisation: Belete-Gera Participatory Forest Management Project RLANRIDD / JICA 
Position: Chief Advisor Participatory Forest Management Project in Forest Priority Area of Oromia Regional Government, Ethiopia 

 
Contact Details: Belete-Gera RLANRIDD 

Ethiopia 
Tel:+251-9-404861(Mobile) Fax:+251-7-118226 
E-mail: belete-gera@ethionet.et 

Research Interest:   
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Mr. Mohammud Hersi 

 

Organisation: World Food Programme Somalia Country Office 
Position: Nutritionist (MSc) working in the Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) Unit 
Contact Details: UN-WFP VA+M 

UN Crescent Gigiri 
P.O. Box 64902-00620 
Nairobi, Kenya 
e-mail: hersi.mohamud@wfp.org 
Tel. +254 20 622 922 

Research Interest: He is very interested in PGIS, especially for highlighting vulnerability to food insecurity at the community level.  

Ms. Zemfira Inogamova 

 

Organisation: American University-Central Asia (AUCA), Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Position: senior student 
Contact Details: 120 Kievskaya Str., apt. 12,  

Bishkek city 720001  
Kyrgyzstan 
E-mail: iamzema@yahoo.com
Telephone:  +996 (0312) 21-17-68 Telefax:  +996 (0312) 21-69-56 

Educational 
Background: 

Bachelor of Arts, American University – Central Asia.  
Major: Cultural Anthropology and Archaeology Department; Minor: Sociology Department 

Professional 
Experience: 

The “Teaching Anthropology” Project; Research topic: “The level of the ethnic Identity migrants of Kelechek (Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek city).” 
- Summer fieldwork – Osh, Kyrgyzstan (Soviet and Ylai-Talaa villages); Research assistant  
Bride – Kidnapping Research Project; Research topic: The “Vengeance portrayed in Bride Kidnapping in Kyrgyzstan.”  
- Fieldwork, Kyrgyzstan, Talas province, Aral village. Research assistant 
The Court of “Ak – Sakals” (elders) Research topic: “The cooperation of The Court of Elders with legal court and its function in Arla village.” 

Research Interest: Mapping the Sacred Sights (Mazars) in Talas province, Kyrgyzstan  
Ms Sylvanie Jardinet 

 

Organisation: Accion Contra el Hambre 
Contact Details: Accion Contra el Hambre (Action Against Hunger) 

Food Security Coordinator 
Mailing address: Apartado LM 158, Managua, Nicaragua 
Telephone: +505 278 52 30; Fax: + 505 278 52 30 
Sylvanie_jardinet@yahoo.fr / achrdp@ibw.com.ni  

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Sylvanie Jardinet is a French agroeconomist. Since 2000, she is working for the international NGO Action Against Hunger (AAH). After implanting food 
security projects in Somoto, northern region of Nicaragua, she is now in charge of the technical coordination of food security programs in Central America. 
Trough the realization of three projects about land tenure, she is at the origin of AAH works on problems of land access and local resources management. 
At technological level, she has introduced participative mapping methodology to AAH activities and has developed the innovative experience “Capacity 
development and participatory tools for improved land and natural resources management at local level in the community of Santo Domingo, Telpaneca” 
in Nicaragua.  
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Mr. Stefan Kienberger 

 

Organisation: Centre for GeoInformatics (Z_GIS), Salzburg University (Austria). 
Position: researcher and PhD candidate 
Contact Details: Centre for Geoinformatics, Salzburg University 

Hellbrunnerstrasse 34, 5020 Salzburg, Austria 
stefan.kienberger@sbg.ac.at/www.zgis.at 

Professional 
Experience: 

He is involved in a capacity building project in Mozambique, which aims to set up a GIS Centre at the Catholic University of Mozambique in Beira. Main 
tasks include training and technical activities, project development and capacity building. Besides this his research interests lie in Participatory-GIS in 
developing countries, disaster risk management and security with a special focus on vulnerability science.  

Research Interest: Stefan Kienberger is also focusing on these topics within his PhD thesis, which tries to define a framework for P-GIS within a vulnerability assessment 
(Case Study: Communities in the district of Búzi, Mozambique). He obtained his Master of Science in Environmental System Sciences – Geography from 
the University of Graz (Austria) and Macquarie University Sydney (Australia).  

Ms. Jennifer Kinoti 

 

Organisation: International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) 
Position: IWMI PhD Fellow 
Contact Details: International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) 

P. O. Box 30707, 00100, NAIROBI, Kenya. 
Office Tel. +254 – 020 – 630743  Ext. 4808; Fax: +254 – 020 – 631499; Cell Phone +254 722 302818 
E-mail: j.kinoti@cgiar.org 

Educational 
Background: 

• M.Phil – Environmental Information Systems, Moi University, Eldoret: School of environmental Studies. 
• Certificate of Participation: Introduction to Arc/Info 8.0.1, Laikipia Research Programme and Kanton Luzern - Switzerland, August 2000. 
• Geographical Information Management Certificate of Excellence - Windows NT4 and Arc/Info 7.2.1, Laikipia Research Programme and CDE – 
University of Bern Switzerland, February 1999. 
• Certificate of Excellence: Environmental Impact Assessment Seminar, Moi University, July 1997. 
• B.Ed – Technology (Second Class Honors), Moi University, 1994. 

Professional 
Experience: 

PhD Graduate Fellow with IWMI under the Smallholder System Innovation (SSI) Project; Research Topic: Planning of System Innovations in Watersheds: 
Spatial Mapping of Environmental and Hydrological Determinants in Pangani and Thukela River Basins, Africa. 
Until 2003: Information Technology & Analysis III (ITAIII) with ILRI (Member CGIAR), Nairobi Headquarters. 
Until 2002: GIS Analyst/Environmental scientist/Researcher with Laikipia Research Programme, Nanyuki, a programme of the University of Berne, 
Switzerland in collaboration with the University of Nairobi and executed by Centre for Development and Environment – Switzerland (CDE). 

Research Interest: The core focus of her PhD project is to investigate innovative options to upgrade rainfed small-holder farming systems in water scarcity prone agro-
ecosystems, which integrate green and blue water flows. This goal can be achieved by applying GIS technology to identify suitable sites for implementing 
(WSI) within a watershed scale such as sub-surface dams, earth dams, and conservation farming techniques among others. These innovations are aimed 
at increasing water productivity and hence improve rainfed agriculture in the dry areas of Africa. Hydrological modelling will be carried out whose outputs 
will be used in the decision support system to generate information on suitable sites.  
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Mr. Francis Koti 

 
 

Organisation: University of North Alabama 
Position: Assistant Professor of Geography 
Contact Details: University of North Alabama  

UNA Box 5228 
Florence, AL 35632-0001 
USA 
Phone: 256-765-4219; Fax: 256-765-4141 
email: ftkoti@una.edu 

Educational 
Background: 

PhD and MA degrees from West Virginia University, Morgantown (USA);  
BEd from Kenyatta University, Nairobi (Kenya). 

Research Interest: Using participatory GIS to understand the dynamics of African peri-urbanization; Mapping uneven development in African cities using modern geospatial 
information technologies.  

Ms. Simone Kathrin 
Kriesemer 

 

Organisation: University of Hohenheim, Germany and The WorldFish Center, Malaysia 
Position: PhD candidate 
Contact Details: PO BOX 500,  

GPO, 10670   
Penang, Malaysia   
Tel: +604 62 02 147 Fax: +604 62 65 530   
email: s.kriesemer@cgiar.org 

Educational 
Background: 

BSc in Organic Agriculture, University of Kassel, Germany. MSc in Agricultural Sciences, Food Security and Natural Resource Management in the Tropics 
and Subtropics, University of Hohenheim, Germany. 

Professional 
Experience: 

broad practical experience in agricultural production in France. Teaching experience in EXCEL for beginners. In 2000, internships at the Chambre 
d'Agriculture (on-farm research in organic pest control), Gap, France and with ASA (InWEnt)(survey on cereal bancs) in the Republic of Niger. 2001/2002 
Coordinator at the O.P.A.B.A. (Organisation Professionnelle de l'Agriculture Biologique en Alsace = Regional Organic Farmers' Union of Alsace). Since 
Jan 2005 PhD position at the Department of Agricultural Communication and Extension, Institute of Social Sciences in Agriculture, University of 
Hohenheim. 
Project: "Determination of High-Potential Development Areas and Impact in Africa and Asia" at the WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia.  

Mr. Peter A. Kwaku 
Kyem 

 

Organisation: Central Connecticut State University 
Position: Associate Professor of Geography 
Contact Details: Department of Geography 

Central Connecticut State University 
1615 Stanley Street, New Britain, CT 06050, USA. 
Tel: 860-832-2801; Fax: 860-832-3140 
e-mail – Kyemp@ccsu.edu

Professional 
Experience: 
 
 

Dr. Peter A. Kwaku Kyem, a Ghanaian currently resident in USA, is an Associate Professor of Geography at Central Connecticut State University, New 
Britain, Connecticut, USA. Peter has a Ph.D. in Geography (1997) from Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts, USA, an MA in Geography (1991) 
from Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada, and a Post-graduate Diploma in Applied Geomorphology from International Institute for Aerospace Survey and 
Earth Sciences, ITC (1987) Enschede, the Netherlands. Dr. Kyem obtained his BA degree in Geography and a Diploma in Education from University of 
Cape Coast, (1982) Cape Coast, in Ghana. His research interest focuses on Participatory GIS in Africa, Multi-criteria Evaluation and GIS applications in 
resource and environmental management.  
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Mr. Lemma Kebede 
Wassie 

 

Organisation: UISION Organization for Cummunity Develoipment (Local NGD) 
Position:  
Contact Details: Lemma Kebede 

P.O. Box 1426 
Nazareth, Ethiopia 
Tel. +251 (0)2 127203 or 114212 
wocd@ethionet.et (?)  

Educational 
Background: 

BSc Agricultural Economic 
MSc ? Economics 

Professional 
Experience: 

 

Research Interest:   

Ms. Sheri Longboat 

 

Organisation: Moccasin Trail Solutions 
Contact Details: Moccasin Trail Solutions 

Six Nations Office: R.R. #6 Hagersville, Ontario, Canada, N0A 1H0 
Mailing Address: 1009 – 70 Jerome Crescent, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, L8E 3H1 
Tel: (905) 561-8398; Fax: (905) 561-8432; Mobile: (289) 439-2754 
E-mail:   slongboat@cogeco.ca 

Educational 
Background: 

Sheri holds an Honours Bachelor of Environmental Studies, Master of Arts, Bachelor of Education, and an Ontario Teacher’s Certificate in secondary 
geography and science. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Sheri Longboat is a Mohawk member of the Six Nations of the Grand River in Ontario.  For 9 years her work has focused on addressing the wide range of 
issues related to implementing sustainable community-driven GIS within First Nations in Canada.  Choosing to work at the grass-roots level with Tribal 
Councils and Band Councils, Sheri focuses on internal capacity building through partnerships, education planning, and skills and methods training.  Sheri 
has also participated at the national level completing a 6 year position as the aboriginal community representative on Canada’s GeoConnections 
Management Board - a national partnership working to build and make available, on-line, Canada’s databases, tools and services.  Prior to consultancy 
Sheri was the Niagara College aboriginal programs and services manager.   At Six Nations Polytechnic she was responsible for developing and 
coordinating the Native GIS Technician diploma program, in partnership with Six Nations Geo Systems and Niagara College.    
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Ms. Pat Luckin 

 

Organisation: PLPD (Pat Luckin Planning and Development) 
Position: Independent Consultant 
Contact Details: PAT LUCKIN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT                                 

24 RIVERTON RD, SCOTTSVILLE, PIETERMARITZBURG 3201 
Tel: 033-3455726; Fax: 033-3455726; CELL: 0827725404 
E-mail:paluckin@telkomsa.net 

Educational 
Background: 

1994 - 1996/03 University of Natal; MTRP – Masters in Town and Regional Planning:  Dissertation -Towards Integrated Sustainable Development 
Planning (With distinction) 
1987-1989 University of Cape Town; MA – Social Theory (With distinction) 
1979-1980 University of the Witwatersrand; BA (hons) – Social Theory  : Dissertation- Urban Planning as Crisis Management  
1974-1977 University of the Witwatersrand; BA  - Sociology, Psychology,  Anthropology , isiZulu (1) 

Professional 
Experience: 

Pat Luckin has extensive experience in integrated development planning (IDP) and local economic development (LED, the mobilisation of stakeholders 
and capacity building initiatives. This level of experience encompasses engagement with both rural and urban based stakeholders and  the focus lies in 
LED, IDP’s, land reform, housing, and environmental management. She is presently working on land use management and with a focus on the integration 
of local and technical knowledge. Here PGIS is one of the tools used to achieve land use management integration.   

Research Interest: � PGIS and land use management;   
� PGIS and integrated development planning;  
� Local Economic Development;  and  
� Spatial Planning  

Ms. Anju Mangal 

 

Organisation: Secretariat Of The Pacific Community (Spc) 
Position: Information/Publication Officer 
Contact Details: Secretariat Of The Pacific Community (Spc 

Telephone: (679) 3370 733 Ext: 218/262 
Fax #: (679) 337 0021 

Educational 
Background: 

I have a Bachelor of Science (Information Systems/Geography/GIS) and am currently pursuing my studies in a Masters in Information Technology and 
hold the position of Information/Publication Officer at the Animal Health and Production services in the Secretariat of the Pacific Community. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Briefly I have listed out my responsibilities: 
1. Updating and maintaining the PAHIS database and providing training and assistance as required to users on PAHIS software. Assist in the 
dissemination of PAHIS database to Animal Health colleagues around the Pacific via electronic media (e.g. the Internet) and CD’s.  
2. Coordinating internet development, Updating and maintaining Animal Health and Production Service website which will include the following : the 
installation and maintenance of the map server & maintaining web server (or map server) using TOMCAT (java servlet container) and MapInfo; Ongoing 
revision of the website; Data entry and design of thematic maps for the website using MapInfo; Automation and design of forms for the PAHIS database 
access version; Installation of the SQL database on the web server.          
 PTO 
3. Design and layout of animal health publications including the PARAVET materials (Paravet CD’s, labels/covers and student/tutor booklets, brochures, 
leaflets and posters and Paravet certificates).  
4. Using GPS and MapInfo (GIS graphical Software) to create maps and create and maintain a range of spatial data for waste management project.  
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Mr. Gerbrand G. Mans 

 

Organisation: Stellenbosch University 
Position: Researcher 
Contact Details: 171 Dorp Street, Stellenbosch, 7600 

E-mail: gmans@sun.ac.za;  
Tel: +27 21 808 2614; Cell: +27 83 256 7067. 

Educational 
Background: 

MA in GIS for Spatial Analysis and Decision Making, Honours BA in Urban Geography and GIS 
BA in Political Science, Geography and Psychology; All degrees obtained at Stellenbosch University, RSA 

Professional 
Experience: 

Currently working as researcher at Stellenbosch University at an interdisciplinary Unit called the Unit for Religion and Development Research (URDR). 
Also work at the Desmund Tutu TB Centre, Tygerberg Medical School, Stellenbosch Univeristy as GIS specialist. 
2002 – Worked as research assistant at Dept of Geography and Environmental Studies, Stellenbosch University. 

Research Interest: Look at the role of religion in development 
Using GIS and participatory methods of obtaining community data/information (PGIS) 
Looking at the implementation of social crime prevention strategies in various communities and the central role of GIS, as well as participatory methods of 
obtaining crime related data from communities, play in this. 
Geo-demographics  

Ms. Enver Mapanda 

 

Organisation: Border Timbers Ltd 
Position: Forestry Planning Co-ordinator 
Contact Details: Border Timbers Ltd 

Imbeza Estate 
P. O Box 458, Mutare, Zimbabwe 
Phone Number: 263 23 297449 or 263 91 314514, 263 20 22222  
e-mail address: envermapanda@yahoo.co.uk or emapanda@border.co.zw 

Educational 
Background: 

MSc Natural Resources Management (Application of GIS Planning & Co-ordination), International Institute for Geo-information Science and Earth 
Observation, the Netherlands  
Master of Wood Science, University of Melbourne, Australia  
Graduate Diploma in Forest Industries, University of Melbourne, Australia  
Bachelor of Science Honours in Economics, University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe  

Professional 
Experience: 

January 2005 - To Date (full time employment) I am working for Border Timbers Limited as a Forest Planning Co-ordinator.  I am responsible for the 
development and management of GIS of the forestry division.  I am also responsible for linking GIS to Microforest, a forestry planning and management 
tool. I develop tactical plans, process forest enumeration data, carry out suitability analysis for tree species growth and run tree growth models using 
various scenarios. 
 March 1998 – 2004 (part time and full time employment) I was involved in lecturing at Zimbabwe College of Forestry, Forest Industry Training Centre, 
Africa University, Zimbabwe Open University and Bindura University of Science Education.  At these institutions, I taught GIS and Remote Sensing, 
Biometrics, Forestry Economics, Wood Properties and Utilisation, Timber Engineering, Economics and Research Methods and Statistics. 

Research Interest: • Collaborative Management of Natural Resources 
• Participatory GIS and its Impacts on Sustainable NRM, and Conflict Resolution 
• Development of Indicators of Sustainable Natural Resources Management (Local Perspective)  
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Mr. Dan Kithinji 
Marangu 

 

Organisation: DRSRS 
Position: Senior Ecologist 
Contact Details: P.O Box 46147, GPO Nairobi 

Telephone: +254-020-609013/27 
e-mail: dakithinji@yahoo.com; marangu02571@alumni.itc.nl 

Educational 
Background: 

Msc GIM at ITC The Netherlands 2001 
Bsc Nairobi Univeristy 1990 

Professional 
Experience: 

Over 10 years working in DRSRS as an Ecologist monitoring natural resources using GIS and RS 
Databases development for natural resources 
Management of Geoinformation 
Using Participatory GIS for resource mapping of indigenous vegetation in Turkana district, Kenya 

Research Interest: Research in use of participatory GIS for natural resource management  

Mr. Peter Mbile 

 

Organisation:  
Position:  
Contact Details:  
Educational 
Background: 

 

Professional 
Experience: 

 

Research Interest:   

Mr. Mike McCall 

 

Organisation: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 
Position: Associate Professor 
Contact Details: Dept. of Urban & Regional Planning and Geo-Information Management, ITC, PO Box 6, 7500 AA Enschede, The Netherlands 

Tel. ++31 (0)53 487 4223 
Fax,  ++31 53 487 4575 
Email  mccall@itc.nl 
http://www.itc.nl 

Educational 
Background: 

BSc in Geography from University of Bristol, UK, and post-graduate degrees from Northwestern University, Evanston, IL. with PhD research on regional 
dynamics of Sukumaland, NW Tanzania 

Professional 
Experience: 

Taught and researched on rural development and natural resource management in University of Dar es Salaam for 8 years, followed by 6 years at 
University of Twente, Netherlands working on socio-economic impacts of rural energy and rural transport systems.  Over 3 years in southern Sri Lanka 
working in District integrated rural development mainly in environmental issues. Since 1993 at ITC training, researching and project activities in 
participatory spatial planning and NRM policies and planning. 

Research Interest: Participatory spatial planning, especially participatory mapping and GIS, in fields of community level land and resource management.  
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Mr. Peter Akong Minang 

 

Organisation: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 
Position: PhD candidate 
Contact Details: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 

Department  of Urban and Regional Planning and Geo-Information Management 
P.O.Box 6,  
7500 AA, Enschede, The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)53 4874300/532/444 Fax: +31 (0)53 4874575 
E-mail: minang@itc.nl or paminang@yahoo.com 
Peter Akong Minang from Cameroon is a doctoral student at the International Institute for Geo-Information Sciences and Earth Observation (ITC) in 
Enschede, The Netherlands. Prior to this, he worked in various positions for Living Earth Foundation Programme and two local NGOs in Cameroon on 
Community Forestry, Environmental Education and Watershed Management for six years.  

Professional 
Experience: 

 
Research Interest: His current research investigates Participatory-GIS and collaborative planning of community carbon forestry in Cameroon. His other broad research 

interests include aspects of political economy / ecology and institutional economics of natural resource and environmental management.  
Mr. Johan A. Minnie 

 

Organisation: City of Cape Town 
Position: Co-ordinator Disaster Management Liaison and Marketing 
Contact Details: City of Cape Town 

PO Box 16548, VLAEBERG, 8018, South Africa 
Tel +27 (0)21-487-2266 (office) / +27 (0)84-220-0074 (cellphone); Fax +27 (0)21-487-2052 
E-mail johan.minnie@capetown.gov.za  

Educational 
Background: 

Johan Minnie has a B.Mil (BA) degree which he received in 1994 at the South African National Defence Force’s Military Academy in Saldanha, a satellite 
campus of the University of Stellenbosch.  He achieved is Honours B. Degree in Public and Development Management in 1998 and a Masters Degree in 
Public Administration and Management in 2000, both at the University of Stellenbosch’s School of Public Management and Planning and both on a part-
time basis.   

Professional 
Experience: 

After completing school in 1990, Johan pursued a career in the SA National Defence Force from 1991 to 1998.  He retired as a Captain in the Army in 
1998 and started a new career in Disaster Management in the City of Cape Town in July 1998.  With the official designation of “Co-ordinator: Disaster 
Management Liaison and Marketing”, Johan found excuses to become involved in public awareness and education, media liaison, information 
management systems for Disaster Management, geographic information systems and using participatory research methods for community-based risk 
assessments and disaster risk reduction.  Johan has attended various disaster management courses, including “Disasters and Development” and 
“Community-based Risk Assessments” at the University of Cape Town’s Disaster Mitigation for Sustainable Livelihoods Programme (DiMP); certificate 
courses through Technikon RSA which was certified by Cranfield and Wisconsin universities, and various other short-courses.  Johan has delivered 
papers at several Disaster Management and Public Management conferences, has contributed articles to professional magazines, and has lectured for 
and developed course modules for the African Centre for Disaster Studies (ACDS) at North-West University in South Africa. 
Johan has spearheaded the use of GPS and GIS-enabled PDA’s in Disaster Risk Management applications in the City of Cape Town, but have 
experienced many setbacks in this regard and is interested in ways to make the technology more accessible to both officials and communities.  Johan 
would like to learn how others have implemented the use of participative mapping and GIS for risk assessment and management, and is especially keen 
to explore different methodologies in this regard. 

Research Interest: Johan is currently conducting research towards a Ph.D. in Public Management, looking at critical success factors for public-private partnerships at local 
government level.  
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Mr. Amanbek 
Monolbaev 

 

Organisation: Research Center “Aigine” (Kyrgyzstan) 
Position: Research assistant 
Contact Details: Home address: Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek, 720000 

5-micro region, apt: 45, house: 15 
Telephone: +996 (312) 47-04-76 
Email. monolbaeva@mail.auca.kg;,aman84@yandex.ru

Educational 
Background: 

2002-2006 Bachelor of Arts, American University in Central Asia . Major: “Cultural Anthropology and Archaeology” 
2001-2002 Pedagogical College, city: Naryn. Major: “A teacher for Elementary School” 

Professional 
Experience: 

As a student member of  the Working Group for the “Sacred Sites in Talas” project I was enrolled to assist Research  “Aigine” to collect quantitative data 
on mazars (sacred sites) in the province. The purpose of my involvement into this particular project is to gain experience in conducting social research.   
Through engagement in “Sacred Sites in Talas” project I learn to work in a team and to manage our time and conduct research in different aspects.  
My responsibility includes:  
•The and taught how to use Geographic Position System (GPS) equipment. It will help me to assist other members in using GPS for different research 
purposes.   
•With the assistance for the implementation of the project and conference that directly concerns the project 
•I am being informed technical help of GPS equipment, I will assist to construct the map of “Sacred Sites” in Talas province.  
•Based on the research results I will be presenting report for certain audience. 
•During the enrolment in “Sacred Sites in Talas” project I will be elaborating “Diploma Project” In our “Diploma Project” will include research results.   

Mr. Kenn Mondiai 

 

Organisation: Partners With Melanesians Inc. (PWM) 
Position:  
Contact Details: Partners With Melanesians Inc. (PWM) 

PO Box 1910, Port Moresby – NCD 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Tel : 675 321 0799; Fax : 675 3210833; Mobile : 675 6873045 
Email :kmondiai@pwmpng.org.pg 

Educational 
Background: 

Kenn graduated from the Papua New Guinea University of Technology in 1988, with Bachelor’s degree in Tropical Forestry 

Professional 
Experience: 

Since graduating he was employed in the logging and forestry industry for six years and then joining up with European Union funded community forestry 
project in New Guinea islands region as the Programme Manager from 1995 – 2001. At the end of the EU project, he joined up with WWF South Pacific 
Programme Office in PNG as the Sustainable Forestry Coordinator, coordinating forestry activities in the WWF project sites. In 2003, joined up with 
Partners With Melanesians Inc. (website www.pwnpng.org)  as the Executive Director. PWM works on one of the largest conservation area project; the 
Managalas plateau in Oro Province in PNG, with a staff of 11 and working with 15,000 people on the Managalas. The Managalas Conservation Project in 
undertaken in partnership with the Rainforest Foundation of Norway (RFN), since 1997. 
Beside, that Kenn Mondiai is the Chairman of the Papua New Guinea Ecoforestry Forum Inc.(website www.ecoforestry.org.pg), the umbrella NGO for all 
conservation, ecoforestry and community development NGOs in the country. He also represents the NGO sector on the PNG National Forestry Board and 
sits on various advisory committees of the Government and donor funded projects.  
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Ms. Kate Moore 

 

Organisation: University of Leicester 
Position: University Fellow 
Contact Details: Department of Geography,  

University of Leicester,  
Leicester LE1 7RH, UK 
mek@le.ac.uk 

Educational 
Background: 
 

I am currently affiliated with the University of Leicester as a University Fellow although until recently I was GIS Officer in the Department of Geography. I 
was for many years a practicing cartographer in the department until my studies for an MSc in GIS lead me into a more academic role. This was firstly as 
a Research Associate on the Virtual Field Course project developing software and materials to support undergraduate field work.  
I have taught extensively on both undergraduate and masters courses in the department, particularly Introduction to GIS, Visualization, and on field 
courses. 

Research Interest: My research interests are in geographical visualisation in various forms such as map design, virtual reality and multimedia cartography; GIS and fieldwork 
education; and GIS and ecology and I have publications in these areas. My most recent work has been in the use of handheld computers for ecological 
field work. 
However I have just been awarded a scholarship by ESRC/NERC to study for a PhD where I hope to be able to use my skills and affiliations in a new 
research area. The research will be concerned with interlinking themes of indigenous spatial literacy, and how this can be incorporated in Participatory 
Geographical Information Systems (PGIS) to inform and enhance wildlife conservation and natural resource management. The proposed research is 
designed to link and develop my skills in GIS and academia with my interests in ecology and the interaction of people and their environment. By 
developing an understanding of different forms of spatial literacy it is hoped that it will both inform researchers, governments and non-governmental 
organisations but, more importantly will empower local groups in the sensitive management of their own environment.  

Mr. L. Vincent Mtaroni 

 

Organisation: Regional Center for Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMRD) 
Position: Senior professional staff 
Contact Details: Box 632-00618, Nairobi, KENYA 

Tel: +254-20-8561765 (Office-Direct) +254 - 20 - 0720-766415 (mobile) Fax: 254 - 20 - 802767,861673  
E-Mail: lvmtaroni@rcmrd.org; mtaroniv@yahoo.co.uk 
www.rcmrd.org 

Educational 
Background: 

Mtaroni has M.Sc. in (GIS)-Edinburgh University; UK and he is a graduate in Geography (BA) Hon-Degree from Dar Es Salaam University; Tanzania. He 
also has a Technologist diploma in digital mapping (Cartography) from ITC, Netherlands and possesses a FTC-Certificate in Cartography and Surveying 
mapping. Has attended numerous geo-Information training courses including: GIS, DBMS, environmental modelling, EIA, remote sensing, database 
development, project development and management. 

Professional 
Experience: 

Mtaroni has over 18 years of working experience in design, developments and management of geo-information based projects, (Geographic Information 
System (GIS) and digital mapping) for resources planning, development and monitoring.  
He possesses extensive skills in the application of GIS software, digital mapping data standards development, spatial information quality control and 
information communication technology  (ICT) 

Research Interest: Applied Geo-Information for community resource planning and management (Poverty alleviation Com-GIS), particular for the Developing Countries 
(DECO).  
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Mr. Julius G. Muchemi 

 

Organisation: ERMIS Africa, 
Affiliation: African Conservation Foundation (UK), Member to the Board of Directors 
Position: Executive Director 
Contact Details: ERMIS Africa 

Po Box 12327, 020100, Nakuru, Kenya 
Mburu Gichua Road 
Gatehouse 3rd Floor Room 308 
Telephone: +254 2213323; Mobile: +254 0720 703 606;  
Email: julius@ermisafrica.org; Website: www.ermisafrica.org  

Educational 
Background: 

Muchemi has B.Sc. degree in Agriculture, Post Graduate Diploma in Education, Master of Science degree in Environment Sciences (with specialization in 
Environmental Information Systems), Post-Graduate Diploma in Environmental Impact Assessment, and is currently laying foundation for his PhD in 
Environmental Governance. 

Professional 
Experience: 

Muchemi has worked and held several local and international positions including: Ministry of Education, Kenya (3 years), Ministry of Agriculture, Kenya (2 
years), Consultant with SNV-The Netherlands, Kenya, (2 years), International Expert with GTZ-International Service”, Somalia (2 years), ERMIS Africa 
(currently, the Executive Director). 
Muchemi has been engaged in several competence areas to include: Community based natural resource management (Kenya and Somalia), 
participatory land use planning (Kenya and Somalia), environmental education (Kenya and Somalia), Participatory Geographical information System and 
community mapping (Kenya and Somalia), Agriculture and livestock extension in ASAL areas, (Somalia and Kenya), Participatory mapping of proliferation 
of small arms and light weapons in Africa (with special focus on Horn of Africa, Great Lake region and Eastern Africa); Demobilisation, Disarmament and 
Reintegration in Somali; Extra-judicial conflict mitigation in common territorial areas, Kenya, Participated on advocacy initiatives in the formulation of a 
community sensitive Policy on wildlife conservation and management fro Kenya, Education and Training potentials and opportunities among pastoral 
communities for improved livelihoods and conflict mitigation (North Rift, Kenya). 

Research Interest: Participatory GIS and community mapping on culture, resources and territorial domains  
‘Web-based mapping’ and ‘Information and Communication’ Technologies for networking and sharing resources on pgis and community initiatives 
Use of ICT and PGIS and community mapping initiatives for improving environmental governance among indigenous and local communities in Africa  

Mr. Samuel Musembi 
Musyoki 

 

Organisation: Institute of Development Studies 
Contact Details: Institute of Development Studies (IDS)  

University of Sussex, Brighton BN1 9RE, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1273 606261; Fax: +44 (0)1273 621202 
S.Musyoki@ids.ac.uk 

Educational 
Background: 

He holds a BA in Anthropology from the University of Nairobi Kenya and an MA in development studies (Politics of Alternative Development Strategies) 
from the Institute of Social Studies the Hague the Netherlands 

Professional 
Experience: 

Samuel Musyoki is a participatory development practitioner and trainer. He has a background in anthropology and development studies. He coordinates a 
networking and capacity building programme on participatory action research and learning with the Participation Group at the Institute of Development 
Studies, Sussex. His currently area of work is in linking Participatory Learning and Action and other related approaches with rights advocacy and social 
justice.  
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Mr. Lucas Aron 
Mwaisaka 

 

Organisation: Handeni District Council     
Position: Head, Department of Lands, Natural Resources and Environmental issues 
Contact Details: Handeni District Council     

P.O.Box 355, Handeni, Tanzania 
Phone: +255 748 260266 
E- mail: mwai2005@yahoo.co.uk 

Educational 
Background: 

Advanced Diploma in Urban and Rural Planning, UCLAS Tanzania, August 1989 – June 1992 
Post-graduate Certificate in Environmental Planning and Management, UCLAS, Tanzania, November 1999 – January 2000 
Professional Masters Degree in Urban Planning and Land Administration (Specialisation: Urban Planning and Management), ITC The Netherlands, 
August 2003 – September 2004 

Research Interest: Urban fringe Land use Inventory and Land use Planning using Participatory GIS  

Ms. Nahid Naghizadeh 

 

Organisation: CENESTA 
Contact Details: 5 lakpour lane, Suite 24, Langary St.  

Nobonyad Sq.Tehran, Iran, 16936 
Phone: +98 21 2296 4114/5/6 
nahid@cenesta.org  
Web: www.cenesta.org  

Educational 
Background: 

MS in Geography and Rural Planning, Azad University, Tehran, Expected Graduation Date: 2005,  
Bachelor of Art, English Literature Ershad Damavand University, Tehran, 

Professional 
Experience: 

Working in a Non-Governmental Organisation in Iran, Centre for Sustainable Development (CENESTA); 1994 – Present; involved in more than 20 
projects in local, national and international level as a facilitator for Community participation, Women in Development (WID); empowering local community 
members in participatory projects, Participatory Social Survey, Conservation, Sustainable Livelihood, , participatory planning, Participatory Mapping with 
local communities, and appropriate technology;  

Mr. Hansjörg Neun 

 

Organisation: Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EC (CTA) 
Position: Director 
Contact Details: Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EC 

Postbus 380, NL 6700 AJ Wageningen, The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0) 317 467 131, Fax: +31 (0) 317 460 0188 
email: neun@cta.int  
Website: http://www.cta.int  

Professional 
Experience: 

Dr Hansjörg Neun became CTA’s fourth director in May 2005. He has a degree in social and economic sciences and is the author of a thesis on "transfers 
of technical cooperation development projects to developing countries".  With considerable field experience in Europe and Africa, Dr. Neun has managed 
projects and major programmes for German and European technical development agencies. He is also skilled in negotiating with governments, donors 
and international institutions. In addition, he has a wide-ranging knowledge of rural development, food security and natural resource management issues. 
The new director also has hands-on experience of agriculture – while still very young he worked on the family fruit and vegetable farm in Germany. Before 
taking the directorship at CTA, Dr Neun was employed as advisor in the Middle East department at Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ).  
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Ms. Tlhokomelang 
Ngaka 

 

Organisation: Letloa Trust (member of Kuru Family of Organisations) 
Position: CBNRM and Land Mapping Assistant 
Contact Details: Letloa Trust  

P.O.Box 472, Shakawe Botswana 
Tel: +267 – 6875284; Fax: +267 – 6875084; Cell: +267 – 71267249 
Email: ngakatlhoko@yahoo.ca 

Educational 
Background: 

Ms Ngaka has a qualification in natural resource management and currently studying a degree in conservation. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Ms Ngaka is a young //Anikwe (San) speaking woman. She has been working for a San Community-Based Trust – Teemacan as an Administrator. 
Currently Ms Ngaka is working at Letloa CBNRM and Land Mapping Resource Centre as an Assistant to the advisor. Her work entails advising 
community trusts in CBNRM and integrating HIV/AIDS awareness into routine work. 
Ms Ngaka is an HIV task Force member. This task force is set up to create an awareness in communities and ultimately to stop the scourge of HIV /AIDS 
in rural areas of Botswana.  

Ms. Rahab Njoroge 

 

Organisation: IIRR-Africa 
Position: Strategic Capacity Building Outreach Manager 
Contact Details: PO Box 66873-00800, Nairobi, Kenya.  

Tel. +254 20 444 2610, 4440991, fax +254 20 444 8814,  
email rahab@iirr-africa.org,  
website www.iirr.org 

Professional 
Experience: 

Rahab has 15 years of facilitation, training and management experience in business and development. She has been Principal of SATTC College in 
Mahe, Seychelles, and coordinator of the ActionAid-Kenya Inter-Development Centre in Kisumu. She holds a BSc in business management from Florida 
International University, a diploma in sales and marketing, and an advanced certificate in adult learning.  

Mr. Kizito Nsanzya 

 

Organisation: Office of the Premier, Eastern Cape, South Africa 
Position: Information and Knowledge Management Coordinator for the Promotion of Rural Livelihoods 
Contact Details: gtzruliv3@iafrica.com 
Educational 
Background: 

Kizito holds a BA Honours in Sociology and a Masters in Environment and Development from the Centre for Environment and Development, University of 
Natal. He is currently studying for a Masters in Information and Knowledge Management with Stellenbosch University. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Kizito Nsanzya is the Information and Knowledge Management Coordinator for the Promotion of Rural Livelihoods, a GTZ supported Programme in the 
Office of the Premier, Eastern Cape, South Africa. Before taking up this current position, he was lecturer in Sociology at the University of Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. While in Pietermaritzburg he was GIS consultant to the Road Information Services in the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Transport.  
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Mr. Nathaniel Nuulimba 

 

Organisation: Letloa Trust (member of Kuru Family of Organisations) 
Position: CBNRM and Land Mapping Advisor 
Contact Details: Letloa Trust 

P.O.Box 472, Shakawe, Botswana 
Tel: +267 – 6875284; Fax: +267 – 6875084; Cell: +267 – 71668230 
Email: nat@kuru.co.bw 

Educational 
Background: 

Mr. Nuulimba has a diploma in natural resource management and has experience with GIS and Cybertracker. He is currently studying a law degree 
through correspondence. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Nathaniel Nuulimba has been involved in implementing CBNRM for 8 years.  He worked for a Namibian NGO; Integrated Rural Development and Nature 
Conservation in natural resources management and production of game distribution maps for management purposes, land mapping of communal area 
conservancies, developing tourism management plans and in tourism oint venture negotiation between communities and the private sector. . He is 
currently a CBNRM and land mapping Advisor at Letloa’s CBNRM and Land Mapping Resource Centre in Shakawe - Botswana. His work entails advising 
the Kuru Family of Organisations in land mapping, natural resource management, tourism and joint venture development.  

Mr. Eric Nyadimo 

 

Organisation: Oakar Services Ltd 
Contact Details: Technische Universität München 

Institute of Geodesy, GIS and Land Management 
Arcisstrase 21,  
80290, Munich 
GERMANY 
Email: enyadimo@yahoo.com  

Educational 
Background: 

Eric Nyadimo holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Surveying from the University of Nairobi (2001), and is currently pursuing a Master of Science 
Degree in Land Management and Land Tenure at the Technische Universität München, Germany. 

Professional 
Experience: 

He has over 5 years experience in GIS and is on a study leave from Oakar Services Ltd., ESRI and Leica Geosystems Distributor in Eastern Africa where 
he was previously working as Support Manager. He has a great wealth of experience in GIS including its management, planning, implementation and 
maintenance. 

Research Interest: His research interests are in the areas of GIS and Cadastre. He is currently researching on his Master Thesis titled Creation of a Cadastral Data Model; A 
case study of Kenya.  

Mr. Elias Otieno 
Obudho. 

 

Organisation: University of Nairobi 
Position: Lecturer 
Contact Details: Biometrics Unit, 

Plant Science and Crop Protection Department,  
University of Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel. No. 254-722251124, or 254-02-632121 Fax. No. 254-02-632121 Email eobudho@uonbi.ac.ke or eliasobudho@yahoo.co.uk 

Educational 
Background: 

I am a Kenyan holding both B.Sc and M.Sc in Statistics with a mathematical background.  Fortunately on completion of my Masters program I found 
myself in an Agricultural Faculty at the University where I teach and assist in research (consultancy.  Thus I had to transform myself into a Biometrician, 
applying the statistics I know to biological sciences, specifically to Agriculture.  I hope that this function will complete this transformation! 

Research Interest: Having joined an Agricultural Faculty, I have worked on the designs and analysis of experiments and surveys - most of my clients (students and 
scientists) are involved in experimentation.  This was quite easy.  Next, the dynamics of research - moving towards development - require that I involve 
myself in participatory approach.  This has been my focus for the last few years.  I am trying to build a capacity to research methodology.  Right now I am 
inovlved in a research on the integration of gender to agriculture, with the support of ASARECA.  That is not all.  Statisticians have to think spacially.  
Thus to complete this transformation, I am involved in a project on the spatial distribution of mosquito repellant plants - applying GIS for the first time.  We 
are using DIVA-GIS, a free software which I was introduced to by IPGRI.  This function (PGIS Conference) will provide me with the neccessary skills 
required.  I intend to use these skills in a PhD course of which I am currently applying for.  This would be a partcipatory and biometrical approach with 
gender implications on plant variety selection.  
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Mr. Robert Ocatre 

 

Organisation: WWF-Rwenzori Mountain Conservation and Environment Management Project 
Position: Community Environment Planning Officer 
Contact Details: WWF-Rwenzori Mountain Conservation and Environment Management Project 

P.O.Box 492, Kasese-Uganda 
E-mail Ocatre_04@yahoo.co.uk 
Phone 078-930471 

Educational 
Background: 

MSc Rural and Land Ecology Survey from International Institute of Aerospace Survey and Earth Sciences ITC in 1997MSc. Thesis Research “ 
Agroecologic Stratification and Monitoring of the Growing season with NOAA NDVI” Assessment of the growing season parameters in Zimbabwe and 
Burkina Faso.  1995: Post Graduate Diploma in Education from Makerere University Kampala, Institute for Meteorological Training and Research (IMTR). 
1993: Nairobi; Specialised Course in Agricultural Meteorology. 1986-1989: Makerere University Course attended BSc. Botany & Zoology 

Professional 
Experience: 

Identification and implementation of training activities for District Environment Officers, Sub-county counter parts, the District Technical Planning 
Committee, Local Production and Environment Committees and community Representatives in order to strengthen their capacity to effectively develop 
Local Environmental Action Plans. Provision of advice on planning techniques, data collection and analysis and environmental interventions appropriate 
for use by local government bodies. Preparation of detailed environment action plans and identification of Rwenzori Mountain National Park focused 
environmental interventions and assist local councils and community groups to develop appropriate environmentally relevant micro-projects that address 
environmental problems that impact upon the Rwenzori Mountain National Park 

Research Interest: At Risk Area Zonation using GIS and Soci-economic parameters for Sustainable Management of Natural resources and assessment of parameters for 
Food Security using GIS and Remote Sensing  

Ms. Rachel Olson 

 

Organisation: The Aboriginal Mapping Network 
Position:  
Contact Details: 308- 3637 Cambie Street 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
V5Z 2X3 
Tel: (604) 875-0371 
E-mail: Rachel_e_olson@hotmail.com 

   

Ms. Ruth Amondi 
Onyango 

 

Organisation: ERMIS-Africa 
Position: Programme Officer 
Contact Details: ERMIS Africa 

Po Box 12327, 020100, Nakuru, Kenya 
Mburu Gichua Road 
Gatehouse 3rd Floor Room 308 
E-mail:ruth@ermisafrica.org 
Telephone +254 721 441 651 

Educational 
Background: 

Bsc.Agricultural Enginering(1996-2002) 
Msc.Agricultural Engineering (2002-2005)  
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Ms. Teresa Peters 

 

Organisation: bridges.org 
Position: executive director 
Contact Details: tmpeters@bridges.org,  

Tel: +1 202 234 4492, Fax +1 202 318 7792  
www.bridges.org 

Educational 
Background: 

Teresa holds a J.D. from Washington College of Law at American University and a B.A. in Anthropology from Ohio State University. 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Teresa Peters is the founder and executive director of bridges.org, a nonprofit organisation that promotes the effective use of information communications 
technology (ICT) and business processes for socio-economic development. With bases in Kampala, Cape Town, and Washington DC, bridges.org's work 
includes research, policy commentary, and social consulting targeted to developing country contexts. Teresa combines involvement in the highest levels 
of international technology policy-making with participation in ground-level projects in developing countries and disadvantaged communities. Under her 
leadership, bridges.org has become a key organization in the area of ICT-enabled development, bringing an entrepreneurial attitude to its social mission, 
and working with governments, civil society, and the business community.  
In 2003 bridges.org was recognized by PoliticsOnline as a rising star among its list of 25 innovators and pioneers who are changing the world of Internet 
and politics. 
Teresa is a lawyer with technology expertise and a specialization in policy matters related to the Internet and electronic commerce. Prior to founding 
bridges.org, Teresa was an official at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) based in Paris. There she led the efforts of 
the Committee on Information, Computers and Communications Policy in the areas of authentication, cryptography and security of information systems. 
Teresa has been an active voice in the global conversation on the digital divide and electronic commerce through her participation in the World Economic 
Forum's Task Force on the Digital Divide, the UN ICT Task Force, the G8 Digital Opportunity Task Force, the UNCITRAL Working Group on Electronic 
Signatures, and other international fora. She has been involved in civil and human rights efforts in Latin America, Africa, Europe and North America. In 
2003, the World Economic Forum named her a Global Leader of Tomorrow.  

Ms. Maria Carolina 
Pinilla Herrera 

 

Contact Details: Rancho de la Palma No. 9. Dpt. 8. CP 01090. Colonia Tizapan. Mexico DF  
Email: omsha_ra@yahoo.com  
Phone: +52 55 56163493 / +57 1 2405676  

Educational 
Background: 

Bachelor degree in Ecology. Pontificia Universidad Javeriana. 2002. Bogota, Colombia. Subject of dissertation: Landscape use of southern sector in 
Amacayacu National Park, Amazonas, Colombia. Research funding by Tropenbos – Colombia. 
Master in Geography. Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, Mexico DF. 2004 (in course). 

Professional 
Experience: 

Worked as an ecologist in Faculty of Environmental and Rural studies (Pontificia Universidad Javeriana) and in Amazonian Research Institute in Bogota 
from 2002 to 2004.  
Collaborating with Tropenbos following projects in relation to Environmental education and training, participatory mapping and traditional spatial 
knowledge in Amazonian region of Colombia. 

Research Interest: Currently researching about water landscapes uses and perceptions in Michoacan, Mexico.  
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Mr. Peter Poole 

 

Position: Free-lance consultant 
Contact Details: 286 Main Road                            

Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, J0P 1HO                               
tel: 450-458-2794 
email: peter.poole@sympatico.ca                            

Educational 
Background: 

BS in sociology and economics at London U. Graduate studies: Geography MA in from Columbia U. (Thesis on East Africa, wildlife conservation), post-
grad. Diploma, International Institute, Aerial Survey Netherlands (thesis on Tunisia, vegetation), geography PhD from McGill U. (thesis on conflict between 
Inuit hunters and the global conservation community). 

Professional 
Experience: 
 

Since 1978, free-lance projects with land-based communities, in either a training or project coordination role, in the areas of community-based resource 
utilization, environmental impact assessment, protected areas and biodiversity conservation. Over the last 15 years, a more specific focus upon capacity -
building in community mapping and acquisition of site-specific high resolution aerial imagery for community applications – in Colombia, Ecuador, 
Suriname, Arctic Canada and most recently coverage of damage from catastrophic floods of late 2004. Current projects include training in aerial 
environmental surveying for indigenous pilots graduating from the First Nations Aviation School, Mohawk Tyendinaga Territory, Ontario, Canada. Co-
director of Local Earth Observation, Amsterdam-based NGO focused upon to community-based training in the gathering, mapping and application of 
traditional and environmental data.  

Mr. Albertus Pramono 

 

Organisation: University of Hawaii 
Position: PhD candidate 
Contact Details:  
Professional 
Experience: 

Albertus Pramono is a PhD candidate in geography at the University of Hawaii. He was a biologist and decided to take graduate training in human 
geography after working several years in environmental NGOs dealing with community-based resource management.  
He is now doing his dissertation research on the relations between NGO and local community in map production. He is also assisting JKPP (Indonesian 
Community Mapping Network) in evaluating participatory movement in Indonesia as a part of redefining the mapping movement in Indonesia.  

Research Interest: His research interests are community-based resource planning, environmental justice, indigenous movement, participatory methodologies, and political 
ecology.  
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Mr. Giacomo Rambaldi 

 

Organisation: Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation (CTA) 
Position: Regional Programmes Coordinator 
Contact Details: Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation (CTA) 

Communication Channels and Services Department (CCSD) 
P.O. Box 380, 6700 AJ Wageningen, The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0) 317 467174 (direct); Fax: +31 (0) 317 460067 
E-mail: rambaldi@cta.int;  grambaldi@iapad.org 
Website: http://www.cta.int   

Educational 
Background: 

He holds a Honours degree in agricultural sciences from the State University of Milan, Italy and is currently engaged in a PhD with the Communication 
and Innovation Studies Group, Department of Social Sciences, WAU, the Netherlands. 

Professional 
Experience: 

He has 23 years of professional experience in development in Africa, Latin America, South Asia, South-East Asia the Pacific and the Caribbean where he 
worked for various international organizations including FAO, Italian Aid to Development, the European Commission, private consulting firms and the 
Asian Development Bank. 

Research Interest: The author’s first involvement in community mapping dates back to the late 80’s. In August 2000 he launched Participatory Avenues http://www.iapad.org, 
a web site dedicated to sharing knowledge on community mapping and collaborative spatial information management and in 2004 the Open Forum for 
Participatory Geographic Information Management and Communication www.PPgis.net  
Areas of professional interest include visualizing indigenous spatial knowledge for improving communication, facilitating peer-to-peer dialogue and 
managing conflicts on issues related to the territory; collaborative natural resource and protected area management; participatory spatial planning; 
networking; Information management and communication and web publishing.   

Mr. Rangajeewa 
Ratnayake 

 

Organisation: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) / 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements( UN-Habitat) 

Position: Senior Project Officer 
Contact Details: Sustainable Cities Programme 

3rd Floor, Ministry of  Urban Development and Water                  
Supply, Sethsiripaya, Battaramulle 
Sri Lanka 
Tel/Fax: + 9411861371 
rangajeewa_r@yahoo.com 

Educational 
Background: 

Msc Town & Country Planning, 2001, Department of Town & Country Planning, University Moratuwa, Sri Lanka 
BA Honours in Sociology , 1999, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 

Professional 
Experience: 

Rangajeewa Ratnayake is a Town Planner with over 3 years of experience under the Sustainable Cities program of UN-Habitat providing managerial, 
operational, and capacity development support for Local Authorities and non-governmental organisations. His areas of expertise include governance, 
participatory planning and environmental information management systems. Mr. Rangajeewa is also working as a lecturer for the  Dept. of Town and 
country Planning, Uni. of Moratuwa, and Sri Lanka.                
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Mr. Martin Rokitzki  

 
 

Organisation: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
Contact Details: 
after 1/11/2005 

Martin Rokitzki  
Associate Expert (Asia Unit) 
Secretariat for the Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
P.O. Box 260129 
Haus Carstanjen 
D-53153 Bonn, Germany 
e-mail: mrokitzki@unccd.int 

Educational 
Background: 

Martin Rokitzki has a Masters degree in Geography, Soil Sciences and Agricultural Economics from the University of Bonn, Germany,  

Professional 
Experience: 
 

He currently works as a consultant for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome. He contributes to the multi-
stakeholder Land Degradation Assessment in Drylands (LADA) in the area of web-based knowledge management, and the development of land 
degradation assessment methodologies at global and local level. He was previously employed by the GTZ CCD project in Bonn/Germany where he 
developed a web-based information tool on desertification and drylands-related information and also compiled a database of German UNCCD-related 
ODA projects. Mr. Rokitzki used PGIS practices during his work for the SADC/ GTZ project “Sustainable Management of Indigenous Forests” in Southern 
Malawi. His areas of professional interest include the application of PGIS practices for local assessments of environmental degradation, particularly 
desertification; participatory collection of local knowledge and participatory land use planning.    

Mr. Richard Sliuzas 

 

Organisation: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences and Earth Observation - ITC 
Position: Associate Professor  
Contact Details: Dept. of Urban & Regional Planning and Geo-Information Management,  

P.O. Box 6,  
7500 AA Enschede,  
The Netherlands 
Tel. +31 (0)53 487 4236; Fax,  +31 53 487 4575 
Email  sliuzas@itc.nl 
http://www.itc.nl 

Research Interest: Development of methodologies incorporating the use of remote sensing for slum monitoring for cities in Sub-Saharan Africa. My current research focus is 
on developing planning support for managing dynamic urban regions.  

Ms. Amira Sobeih 

 

Organisation: Sustainable Develompent Association, Egypt 
Contact Details: 45 El.Shahied Waleed Salah El.Deen Shata st., App.# 2,  

Sidi Bishr Bahary, 21411, Alexandria, Egypt. 
Tel: (+203)-557-5452 Cell phone: (+02010)-281-3780   
egy_amira@yahoo.co.uk 
http://profiles.takingitglobal.org/egyamira

Educational 
Background: 

Currently she is a student at the Faculty of Law, Awarded by many Certificates of Merit in the scope of youth activities, with various institutions, 
communities & NGO. Participating in several local and International Conferences, workshops and seminars with International Organizations, such as: 
courses in the: Process Improvement, Lean Six Sigma, Organizing Conferences, and youth leadership from "Cambridge College in partnership with the 
Education Development Center, Inc. USA". & "SFERA –The Youth and Culture Association, Thessaloniki, Greece".  

Professional 
Experience: 

Amira is a member (and Research Specialist) for the SDA in a project (with the cooperation of IISD –the Canadian "International Institute for Sustainable 
Development" ) titled with: The Information Society and Sustainable Development: Next Generation Policy Directions Research Study builds on the 
results of a scoping study undertaken by IISD –Canada- in 2003, with support from IDRC –Canada-. 

Research Interest: Amira is a member (and Research Specialist) for the SDA in a project (with the cooperation of IISD –the Canadian "International Institute for Sustainable 
Development" ) titled with: The Information Society and Sustainable Development: Next Generation Policy Directions Research Study builds on the 
results of a scoping study undertaken by IISD –Canada- in 2003, with support from IDRC –Canada.  
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Ms. Franziska 
Steinbruch 

 

Organisation: Catholic University of Mozambique in Beira/Mozambique 
Position: PhD Candidate 
Contact Details: Centro de Informação Geográfica, Catholic University of Mozambique, 

Rua Marques do Soveral 960, C. Postal 821, Beira, Mozambique 
gis.ucm@teledata.mz 

Educational 
Background: 

Franziska Steinbruch has obtained her degree as Master of Geology from the Technical University of Mining and Technology in Freiberg/Germany  
 

Professional 
Experience: 

She is currently enrolled as a PhD student in the fields of hydrogeology at the Department of Hydrogeology at the same university. She is working as the 
Technical Coordinator of the Center for Geographic Information at the Catholic University of Mozambique in Beira/Mozambique. In total she has been 
working with the Center for Geographic Information for almost six years. Main tasks are project and market development, technical formation of staff, 
supervision of students working on their final theses and technical organization and advisory.  
 

Research Interest: Fields of interest and specific involvement are disaster risk management, hydrogeology and water quality. All of these are embedded in the context of the 
use of GIS (Geographic Information Systems), remote sensing technologies as well as methodology development.  

Mr. Tarekegn Shado 
Shano 

 

Organisation: The Capacity Building Department at local Levels in Southern Ethiopia 
Contact Details: Tel-251-01-240247/251-06-811049 

E-mail – tarekegnshado@yahoo.com 
Educational 
Background: 

First Degree on Geography and now pursuing study for M. A. Degree in Rural Livelihood and Development.  

Research Interest: Interested on participatory GIS on environmental management for food security and sustainable development in rural areas.  

Mr. Adriaan Tas Organisation: UNEP 
Contact Details: Adriaan Tas 

Lambertushof 18 
2311 KP Leiden 
The Netherlands 
+31 (0)71 5138395 
adriaantas@yahoo.com

Educational 
Background: 

MA in Cultural Anthropology (University of Leiden) 
BSc in Biology (University of Leiden) 
MSc in Environment and Resource Management (Free University of Amsterdam) 

Professional 
Experience: 

Research in the use of GIS for climate change vulnerability mapping. Research on participatory forest management in Laita Forest, Kenya 
Community-based work with street children and indigenous groups in Mexico. Currently working in UNEP on developing policies for engaging indigenous 
people. 

Research Interest: Political dynamics in participatory processes related to natural resource management 
Use of ICT for empowerment of marginalized groups 
Opportunities for local communities in linking to emerging ecosystem markets 
Bridging gaps between science and policy, and the global and the local   
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Mr. P.C. Tiwari 

 

Organisation: Kumaon University 
Contact Details: Department of Geography  

Kumaon University  
Nainital-263002  
Uttaranchal, India 
Telephone:91-5942-237156 (R)and 91-5942-239691(O) 
Fax:91-5942-235576 
Email:pctiwari@yahoo.com  

Ms. Tsion Lemma 

 

Organisation: Municipality of Addis Ababa Urban Plan Preparation and Inspection Department.  
Position: Team Leader of Urban Development Section 
Contact Details: Addis Ababa City Government,  

City Manager's Office, City Planning Preparation and Inspection Department, P.O.B.box 10653 AA, Ethiopia, (Tel: 251-9-200092), e-mail: 
tsionlm@yahoo.com or davewd84@yahoo.com 

Educational 
Background: 

She has a BSc in Architecture & Town Planning and a MSc in Geo-Information science and Earth Observation specializing in Urban Planning & 
Management from ITC in the Netherlands.  

Ms. Silika Ciriewasa 
Tuivanuavou 

 

Organisation: Native Land Trust Board 
Position: Spatial Information Coordinator in the Spatial Unit 
Contact Details: Department of Research & Development 

Native Land Trust Board 
P.O Box 116, Suva, Fiji 
Email: stuivanuavou@nltb.com.fj 
Telephone: (679) 3229589 
Fax:  (679) 3312078 

Educational 
Background: 

Master in Geographic Information Systems, 2000, (MGIS -University of Queensland – Australia) 
Certificate in Remote Sensing, 2001, (University of the South Pacific-Fiji) 

Professional 
Experience: 

Profession:  Spatial Information Coordinator in the Spatial Unit  - October 2002 to date. 
Duties: Develop, implement and monitor the GIS/GPS/RS software applications architecture.  Ensure the Board is provided with superior GIS/GPS/RS 
facilities, during implementation and through continued support, to optimize the utilization of all information technology equipment.  Provide the Manger 
Research & Development with relevant and timely reports, maps, statistics, assessments and other information. 

Research Interest: Work with the communities to build their livelihood. 
Research into the use of 3D model for mapping of cultural heritage sites with all its attributes and know how the community might share /not share their 
knowledge with the rest of the world.  Also an understanding on how PGIS ethics might come into play in the process.  
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Ms. Elke Verbeeten 

 

Organisation: Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 
Position: Research Fellow  
Contact Details: Mrs. Elke Verbeeten 

Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 
06 BP 9478, Ouagadougou 06, Burkina Faso 
Telephone: +226 76 54 90 66 or +226 50 30 47 43 
e.verbeeten@cgiar.org 

Educational 
Background: 

MSc in Physical Geography (graduation discipline Landscape Ecology) at the University of Amsterdam 

Professional 
Experience: 

I worked as a processor of hydrographical data at a regional Survey & Information Department of the Dutch Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water 
Management. Data quality, 3D modelling, map presentation and documentation had special focus. After transferral to the Institute for Inland Water 
Management and Waste Water Treatment RIZA (same Ministry) I worked at the GIS- and Data Management section. Responsibilities include participation 
as GIS-specialist in multiple project teams involved in the Dutch implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive. Since October 2004 I work as a 
research fellow at the regional office of the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) in Burkina Faso. 

Research Interest: The research I presently carry out is under CIFOR’s Environmental Services and Sustainable Use of Forest Program. Activities include review of current 
knowledge on processes of water use/production from key landscape elements; collection and analysis of water use/production from key landscape 
elements; hydrological modelling and analysis of the likely impacts of land change and climate change scenarios on catchments goods and services. Of 
specific interest is the influence of vegetation and vegetation change on the water balance, in specific groundwater recharge and the river discharge in the 
dry season.  

Mr. Jeroen Verplanke 

 

Organisation: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 
Position: Lecturer, Researcher and Coordinator of alumni network 
Contact Details: International Institute For Geo-Information Sciences And Earth Observation - ITC 

Department  of Urban and Regional Planning and Geo-Information Management 
P.O.Box 6,  
7500 AA, Enschede, The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)53 4874300/532/444 Fax: +31 (0)53 4874575 
verplanke@itc.nl   
http:\\www.itc.nl  

Educational 
Background: 

Jeroen has a M.Sc. in (Physical) Geography (1999) from the University of Utrecht in the Netherlands, His specialisation topics were Land degradation, 
Land use planning and GIS. 

Professional 
Experience: 

Since 1998 he has been employed at ITC as a lecturer and researcher. He is lecturing in subjects related to Natural Resource Management and Urban 
and Regional Planning. His classes are mostly focused on Conflict Analysis and Management, Stakeholder Analysis and the (participatory) use of mobile 
GIS. He has around 10 years of field experience in Africa and Asia gained through research fieldworks and master student supervision.  

Research Interest: His current research efforts are focussed on Community Forestry. He is involved in a research project called “KYOTO: Think Global, Act Local” which 
aims to have local communities world wide measure and monitor their own community forests and claim credit for carbon sinks at international level. For 
more info visit: www.communitycarbonforestry.org   
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Ms. Lucy Chege-
Waruingi 

 

Organisation: African Conservation Centre 
Position: Head of GIS/IT 
Contact Details: Mrs. Lucy Chege –Waruingi 

P O Box 62844-00200 
Nairobi, KENYA 
Tel: 254-20-891360 Fax: 254-20-891751 
email: lucy.waruingi@acc.or.ke; URL: http://www.conservationafrica.org  

Educational 
Background: 

B.Sc. Statistics and computer science, (University of Nairobi), Postgraduate diploma in GIS (Huddersfield university, UK), currently completing M.Sc. GIS 
(Manchester Metropolitan University,UK) 

Professional 
Experience: 

Wildlife conservation International, Data analyst and IT assistant (1990 – 1995) 
African Conservation Centre, Data analyst & GIS analyst (1996 – 2005) 

Research Interest: Applying GIS techniques with sound science and local knowledge to address emerging  conservation challenges. 
To use RS, GIS and other tools to document the natural resources available to local communities and equip them to  understand and manage the 
resources at their disposal and apply them for their own benefit through initiatives that are compatible with conservation of biodiversity. At this conference 
the poster display will focus on current projects that African Conservation Centre (ACC) is involved in with the local community around Amboseli National 
Park and the Magadi area.  We are assisting and training the community game scouts to set up a programme for monitoring their natural resources and 
using the information gathered to make management decisions together with the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS).  Using sound science, analysed remote 
sensing images and GIS we are helping the community take charge of their resources and initiate viable projects that are compatible with conservation 
and bring economic benefit back to the local people.  

Mr. Francis N. Wegulo 

 

Organisation: Egerton University / Department of Geography 
Position: Associate Professor / Director 
Contact Details: Egerton University 

P.O. Box 536 
Njoro, Kenya 
Tel. +254 51 62259 
fwegulo@yahoo.com

Educational 
Background: 

PhD in Economic Geography, Clark University, USA 

Professional 
Experience: 

Researched on rural development issues in Kenya, including energy, small & medium sized enterprises, rural-urban linkages and development, land 
tenure, land use and resource management. Keen on integrating PGIS in assessing and manageing resources for equitable development. 

Research Interest:   
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Ms Fundile Xhakaza 

 

Organisation: The Department of Public Works, Durban 
Position: Assistant Director Land Affairs Board.   
Contact Details: Private bag X65 

Pretoria, 0001, South Africa 
Tel: +2712 337 2000/ 3602 or +27 82577 5709; Fax: +2712 328 3776 
e-mail: fxhakaza@yahoo.co.uk 

Educational 
Background: 

I studied at The University of the North where I obtained my degree in BA (Social Science) in 1996, I also did a Diploma in Project Management with 
Damelin. I am presently registered with the University of KwaZulu Natal for a Masters Degree in Land Information Management, I have completed the 
course work im now busy with the research. 

Professional 
Experience: 

From 1998 to 2005-08-15 I have been working for the Department of  
Land Affairs, Implement  And  Manage Land Reform Projects And  
Programmes In The Region Which Include Land Tenure Reform and  
Redistribution. I have recently joined The Department of Public Works as 
a Assistant Director Land Affairs Board.   

Research Interest: My research topic is: Developing a Cost-Effective Mapping Methodology for Existing Communal Land Rights Using GIS Tool.  
Mr. Yonas Beyene 

 

Organisation: Department of Archeology & Paleontology, Ministry of Youth, Sprots & Culture; part time lecturer in African arechaelogy at the Addis Ababa University, 
Ethiopio 

Position: Head of Department 
Contact Details: P.O. Box 6686 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
ybeyene@ethionet.et

Educational 
Background: 

BA 1981 in History, Addis Ababa University; DEA 1987 Quaternery Studies, Institute of Paleaontology Humaine, Museum National D’Histoire Naturelle, 
Paris; PhD 1991 in Prehistory, Museum National D’Histoire Naturelle, Paris; Post Doctoral Fellow 1992, University of California, Berkeley, USA 

Research Interest: Preshistoric Archaelogoy: Early Stone Age & Middle Stone Age, Technology, Landscapes & Behaviour; 
Cultural landscapes 
Heritage management 
Museography  

Ms. Reiko Yoshida 

 

Organisation: UNESCO 
Position: Assistant Program Specialist 
Contact Details: Section of Intangible Heritage 

CLT/CH/ITH 
UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel: +33.1.45.68.41.24; Fax:  +33.1.45.68.57.52 
E-mail:  r.yoshida@unesco.org 

Educational 
Background: 

She holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Anthropology.  While working in UNESCO, she is also pursuing a doctoral research at McGill University, 
Canada, on the topic of the politics of sexuality education.   

Professional 
Experience: 

Ms Reiko YOSHIDA works as an assistant program specialist in the Intangible Heritage Section of UNESCO since February 2005.  She is responsible for 
issues related to “visibility” (e.g., contact with media, organizing of exhibitions) and the region of Eastern Africa. Before joining the section, she worked on 
the program of HIV/AIDS prevention and care in the Section of Culture and Development and on a special project of EXPO 2005 Aichi, Japan at 
UNESCO.    
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Mr. Eliakimu Mnkondo 
Zahabu 

 

Organisation: Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA), Morogoro, Tanzania 
Position: Lecturer in Forestry 
Contact Details: Department of Forest Mensuration  & Management, Faculty of Forestry and Nature Conservation,  

P.O. Box 3013 Chuo, Kikuu, Morogoro, Tanzania 
Telephone: Office: +255 23 2604555; Mobile:+255 744 542591; Fax: +255 23 2604648 
E-mail : zahabu@suanet.ac.tz; zahabue@yahoo.com 

Educational 
Background: 

MSc. (Forestry), Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA), Morogoro, Tanzania- 2001 
BSc. (Forestry) Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA), Morogoro, Tanzania- 1996 

Research Interest: PhD Study titled: Collaborative Forest Management (CFM) in Tanzania for Global Climate Mitigation and Rural Poverty Alleviation. This study falls within 
the programme called “Kyoto: Think Global, Act Local – Action Research to Bring Community Based Forest Management (CBFM) Projects under the 
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol”. This is a research project being carried out by the TSD, ITC and three regional institutes (in Nepal, Tanzania and 
Senegal) to test carbon assessment methods using handheld computers with GPS and GIS functions, by local communities who are already engaged in 
CFM activities. The project is supported by the Netherlands Directorate of Development Cooperation under a programme for capacity building for climate 
change. Website: http://www.communitycarbonforestry.com  

Ms. Mjema Zainabu  

 

Organisation: Ministry of Lands and Human Settlements Development 
Position: Senior Physical Planner 
Contact Details: Ministry of Lands and Human Settlements Development  

P.O Box 20671, Dar Es Salaam- Tanzania. 
Tel: +255- 022 – 2647590 (Home) + 255- 022 -2121034 (Office)  
Fax:  +255 -022 -2124576 (office) +255- 0744-570242 (Mobile)  
E- mail: Zaimjema@yahoo.co.uk ; keramica@cats-net.com; Zaimjema@hotmail.com  

Educational 
Background: 

August 2004; Certificate in conflict Management, DSE, Zschoutau,  Germany 
July 2002- Sept 2002; Certificate in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Geographical Information System (GIS) for Human 
Settlements, University College of Lands and Architectural Studies, Tanzania  
August 2001- Oct 2001; Certificate in Land Use Planning for Protected Areas Systems, DSE, Feldafing, Germany. 
Jan 2001 – Sept 2001; Certificate in Coastal Management, Institute of Marine Sciences, Zanzibar, Tanzania 
August 1999- August 2000;  Professional Masters Degree in specialization in Planning and Coordination in Natural Resource Management, International 
Institute for Geo-information Sciences and Earth Observation (ITC), The Netherlands  
June 1982 – April 1985; Degree  in Urban and Rural Planning, University College of Lands and Architectural Studies, Tanzania.  

Professional 
Experience: 

Currently I am responsible for Preparation of Urban Strategic Development Plans for different towns which involve data collection, data analysis, report 
writing, map production and final presentation of the plans. Facilitation of participatory Strategic Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation. Design and 
Training in participatory techniques for Planning, Communication Techniques, and Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA). 
November 1994 - Feb. 1997:  Settlement Planner,  Employer:  United Nations High Commission for Refugees, (UNHCR) 

Research Interest: Community based conservation 
Collaborative Natural Resource Management 
Protected Areas Geographical Information Systems (GIS and Spatial data Management) 
Community based Mapping  
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Ms. Laetitia Zobel  Organisation: UNEP, United Nations Environment Programme, Indigenous Peoples Focal Point 
Position: Programme Officer 
Contact Details: Ms. Laetitia Zobel 

UNEP 
Major Groups and Stakeholders Branch 
Division of Policy Development and Law (DPDL) 
P.O. box 30552 Nairobi, Kenyia 
Tel. +254 20 62 4578 
Fax +254 20 62 3022 
Laetitia.Zobel@unep.org
www.unep.org/dpdl/cso

Educational 
Background: 

MSc in Social and Cultural Anthropology 
Minors in Sociology and Prehistory 
Research on Bilingual Education in the Highlands of Chiapas, Mexico 

Professional 
Experience: 

PRA in rural communities in Southern Germany (1990s).  
Anthropological research in Mexico on income alternatives on mixed Latinos and indigenous communities, and bilingual education among indigenous 
societies in Mexico 
Worked for children’s rights organization (NGO) based in Germany in project implanted in West- and Central Africa (Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, Togo, Congo) 
and initiated a project among returning former Liberian refuges to write their own school books together with community members involving elders, adults, 
youth and children, revitalizing cultural knowledge among the communities after the war. 
Currently working with UNEP an trying to enhance the engagement of indigenous peoples organisations in the work of UNEP in general, and promote the 
inclusion of indigenous traditional and local knowledge in environmental assessments, and management as well as project development.  
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Organisation: Deuxième Programme National de Gestion des Terroirs 
Position: Chef de l’unité de Coordination du projet SILEM (Sahelian Integrated Low-land Ecosystems Management) 
Contact Details: 01 BP 1487 Ouagadougou 01 ; 

Tél Bureau : +226 50324753 
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Educational 
Background: 

Ingénieur du Développement Rural, option Eaux et Forêts & Stage de formation en Télédétection et SIG 

Professional 
Experience: 

For 12 years, the essence of my professional occupations have lain within the scope of the local development, more specifically (i) the reinforcement of 
the local capacities in organization and planning, (ii) the participative management of the natural resources (forests, fauna, grounds and water), (iii) and 
the land securisation of the rural actors.  To this end, I often had recourse to the data bases SIG as tools of planning, management and communication.  
Since 2004, I ensure, the coordination of the control program integrated of the ecosystems of the hollows of the Sahel within the National Coordination of 
the PNGT2. The participative GIS is used for the analysis of the resources and the planning of the actions of installation on the scale watershed.  
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